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INTRODUCTION. 

IT was an agreeable announcement to bibliographers 
that was made in the Times of the 14th of April, 
1890, that the British Museum had acquired for its library 
an unique Caxton, namely, the "Sex quam elegantis- 
simae Epistolae " that passed between Pope Sixtus IV. and 
the Venetian Republic, with reference to the Duchy of 
Ferrara, in the year 1482. This work was first discovered 
in the year 1874 in the Hecht-Heine Library at Halberstadt, 
bound up in a volume of seventeenth century theological 
tracts, by Dr. Konnecke, Archivist at Marburg, and was by 
him described in the Neuer Anzeigerfiir Bibliographic for 
Oct., 1874. Afterwards it was described by Mr. Blades in 
the second edition of his " Biography and Typography of 
William Caxton," London, 1882. Some years ago cautious 
overtures were made for its sale, at what was thought 
to be an extravagant price, to the authorities of the British 
Museum, and the purchase was declined. In 1890, how- 
ever, it was offered at a considerable reduction of price 
to Dr. Garnett, Keeper of the Printed Books, who had no 
hesitation in recommending its purchase to the Trustees, 
by whom it was acquired for the National Library. 



VI INTRODUCTION. 

The writer in the Times (we presume Dr. Garnett 
himself) justly remarks of it, " The contents of the book 
are almost as remarkable as its typographic origin, for 
it is probably the first publication of diplomatic corre- 
spondence in a separate form. ,, Among the works printed 
by Caxton, as enumerated by Blades, there is nothing at 
all like it in character. The works printed by Caxton 
were for the most part romances of chivalry, history, 
poetry, religious works (such as Psalters, Commemorations 
and Directories for the Clergy), the " Golden Legend," the 
" Art and Craft to Die well," and the " Vitas Patrum " ; 
also moral works and school-books, such as the " Parvus " 
and " Magnus Catho," " Caton " in English, translated by 
Caxton himself, " oute of frensshe into Englysshe," and the 
Fables of ^Esop and others, likewise translated by him 
from the French. 

Caxton, in fact, was in some instances either author or 
translator, besides being printer of the works set forth by 
him. For all such works as those here mentioned it is 
easy to see that there would be a great demand ; but what 
could have been his inducement to publish a work like 
this, giving the text of a diplomatic correspondence between 
Pope Sixtus IV. and the Republic of Venice, relating to a 
dispute between them on the affairs of the Duchy of 
Ravenna, is at first sight rather perplexing. Caxton was 
a thorough business man, and he could scarcely have 
looked for a large number of readers for so unpromising a 
publication, printed in Latin, on a subject apparently of 
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little interest to English people. But Caxton himself may 
have been attracted by it. For many years, as Governor 
of the English Merchant Adventurers at Bruges, he had 
been mixed up with trade treaties and arbitrations ; and 
later, when in the service of the Duchess of Burgundy, 
Edward I V.'s sister, he had acquired a knowledge of Court 
affairs, that made him take a wider outlook on foreign 
policy and the sayings and doings of foreign Princes. 
He certainly must have felt a deep interest in the works 
and ways of the Venetian Republic, that greatest centre of 
European commerce, and the chief bulwark of Christendom 
against the power of the Turks. Add to this that 
Petrus Carmelianus, by whom these Epistles were diligently 
amended — it may be presumed as they passed through the 
press — was the person in all likelihood who introduced 
them to Caxton's notice, and recommended their being 
printed. Now, Carmelianus was a man of considerable 
influence, a literary man, a poet, and a Church dignitary. 
With such backing up a certain number of copies would 
no doubt find purchasers; and for the rest Caxton was not 
a poor man, and could afford the venture. 

Carmelianus, an Italian, would naturally be excited 
by the dispute between the Pope and the Venetians. 
Born at Brescia about the middle of the fifteenth century, 
he appears to have come to England some time during 
the reign of King Edward IV., and to have made it 
his home until his death in 1527. He wrote a poem 
on St. Mary in Egypt, in Richard III.'s time, which 
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he dedicated to Sir R. Brackenbury, and in his dedi- 
catory epistle he praises Richard III. as a model king, 
a pattern of piety, justice, and sagacity. Afterwards, 
however, in Henry VII.'s time, in a poem to celebrate the 
birth of Prince Arthur, he unsays all this, and represents 
Richard as a monster of cruelty and vice. Being in Holy 
Orders, he became successively Rector of St. George's, 
Southwark, Prebend of York, Archdeacon of Gloucester, 
and Prebend of London. Henry VII. made him his Latin 
Secretary, and in Henry VIIL's time, in 1522, he was so 
rich that he was assessed in the sum of £333 6s. towards 
carrying on the war with France. His title of "Poeta 
Laureatus " was perhaps only self-bestowed. 

Of the causes that led to the war between the Pope and 
the Venetians on the one side, and the Duke of Ferrara, 
aided by the King of Naples, the Duke of Milan, and the 
Florentines on the other, it is not necessary to speak here 
at large. It originated mainly in the Pope's excessive 
Nepotism, that glaring blot on so many of the Sovereign 
Pontiffs. 

Sixtus IV, Francesco de la Rovere, was not one of the 
good Popes ; indeed, he was one of the very worst. Elected 
to the Chair of St. Peter in Aug., 147 1, an election which, 
according to Sismondi, was brought about by the most 
corrupt means, he lavished upon his four nephews the vast 
treasures accumulated by the late Pope Paul II., and he 
and they led a life of debauchery and extravagance. Only 
a few months after his election he raised one of these 
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1 nephews, f fietro Riario, to the rank of Cardinal when 

only twenty-six years pld»- to- the. scandal of the 

entire Court and dty. ' This young man distinguished 

•himself only by .his pomp arid luxury, and; died of his 

: t excesses and debaucheries in 1474*. His next favourite 
was- his rietfhew, Giovarini.de laRovere, and hife next was • 
• Giuliano.de la Rovere, afterwards •Cardinal and Pope, who- 
at .an early age developed the most warlike, tendencies. 

•.A fourth nephew was Gfrolamo Riario, a layman, Count of 

Jmolaand Fofrli, and all-powerful at . Rome, . Sixtus IV. 

himself always seemed to take a pleasure, ib embroiling 

*• .' . the several ' Sfates of Italy aitfong themselves, sometimes" 

. . taking sides with one and sometimes with another.. In 

• : 147-8. he issqed a Bull against" the Republic of Florence, . ■ 

• ■»• / *■ «. •'*<' ••.*■ 

*» ' arid proclaimed war against it • Thfe Florentines took 'for 

fh6ir Commander-in-Chief * Hercules .d'Es'te, Duke of 

:' % . • . Ferrara.. In 1476:78 he* intrigued with the. Swiss and 

. brought them into conflict with the Milanese. In T480, 

• wheh the Turks appeared in . Italy, he becafrie . alarmed, 

apd called upon all the Christian Princes, and Especially 

those of Italy; 'to lay as;de -all animosities,/ and unite •'* 

against the common enemies of Christendom/ ,He became . 

•. • '•*'.•.■. • ..•■.. .. • . . • • 

* . reconciled in. the samfc year to the. Florentines. • > • 

'In' 14*81. Pope Sixtus* sent his nephevy . Girblamb Riario, . 

]• • 'r \»Lor4 of Fojli ahd Imola, to' Vejiicei© form an alliance 

t ' : between that Republic ia,nd the Holy See. Rkrfo conceived 

♦the pfoject of partitioning the dominions' of Fercara between 

;' *'\ ! hiiri r self and the Venetian Republic. With this object, in 
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X INTRODUCTION. 

May, 1482, the Pope and the Republic declared war agah 
the Duke of Ferrara, Robert Malatesta being Commandc 
in-Chief for the Pope, and Montefeltro, Duke of Urbin 
for the Duke of Ferrara. During the year 1482 sever 
actions were fought, but with doubtful results to either sid 
until by a victory gained by Malatesta at Campo Mort 
the Pope and the Venetians obtained a decided advantag< 

The Venetians now thought to gather for themselve 
some of the spoils of war, but they were miserably dis 
appointed ; for, on the 14th Oct., the Pope sent an envo; 
to Naples to treat with King Ferdinand respecting a truce 
This was agreed to in November, and in the followinj 
month peace was declared between the Pope and the Duk 
of Ferrara and his allies ; the Duke being granted th 
possession of his states, besides other advantages ; an< 
the Venetians being allowed thirty days to make up thei 
minds as to their acquiescence or otherwise in thes< 
arrangements. The Venetians were naturally indignan 
at this treatment, and the Pope wrote in vain to th< 
Doge Mocenigo to persuade him to agree to th< 
pacification. 

This letter, dated nth Dec, 1482, was the first of tin 
" Sex quam elegantissimae Epistolae," so called, printec 
in this publication of Caxton, and was followed on th< 
1 6th Dec. by a letter from the College of Cardinals ii 
support of the Pope's recommendation. The Venetian! 
replied in a long letter to the Pope on the 7th Jan, 
1483, and on the same day in a short one to the College 
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of Cardinals. In Feb., 1483 (17th Calen. Martii, 1482), 
the Pope wrote a second and very long letter to the 
Venetians, urging the pacification upon them under the 
heaviest penalties secular and ecclesiastical ; and to this 
the Venetians replied in respectful but decided terms, 
declining the Pope's recommendation. To this letter there 
•% has been no date affixed. The .Pope now appealed to the 
Princes of Europe, complaining of the obstinacy of his late 
allies, and finally on the 25th of May, 1483, he excom- 
municated the chiefs of the Republic, and placed the entire 
State of Venice under an interdict. This was not, how- 
ever, much regarded either by the ecclesiastics of Venice 
or the Signoria, the latter of whom appealed to a General 
Council. Eventually peace was concluded between all the 
belligerents on the 7th Aug., 1484, and on the 13th of 
the same month Pope Sixtus IV. himself died, aged 
seventy years. 

The brief introduction by Carmelianus (if it was indeed 
written fcy him) seems to favour the side of the Venetians 
in the quarrel. The designation of "quam elegantissimae" 
given to the six epistles in the colophon will not be 
endorsed by Latin scholars of the present age. 

It should be noticed that the first, third, and fourth of 
these letters have been recently published. They were 
inserted in the History of his own Times (1475-1510) by 
Sigismondo dei Conti, Secretary to Popes Sixtus IV. and 
Julius II., for whom Raphael painted the famous Madonna 
di Foligno. This history is a work of great merit, which 
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nevertheless, though its publication was frequently under- 
taken, remained inedited until 1*883, when it was printed 
at Rome at the expense of . the Italian Government 
Conti, who had in all probability drafted the first letters of* 
the Pope and Cardinals himself, was -commissioned to bear 
them in person to Venice, " non ob facundiam, sed, credo, 
ob mite et mansuetum jngenium." He met with the 

. coldest reception. " Neqiie notum neque ignotum inyeni 
quemquam, qui t me alloqui auderet • Pontifex ex socio et 

. amico repente hostis factus, in magoo apud omnes odio 
versabatur" He fulfilled his commission nevertheless, and 
returned bringing th« replies of the Venetians to the Pope 
and Cardinals, being the third and fourth of the letters 
printed by Caxtori. . The discrepancies, however, between 
Caxtori's text and Conti's seem at first sight very extra- 
ordinary. The first, letter, from Sixtus to the Venetians, 
* is the only one where the texts precisely agree. The 
second, from the Cardinals, has, after the formal address, 
hardly a word in common in the two versions. The 
purport is the same, the diction differs entirely. The 
third and fourth, from the Venetians to the Pope and 
Cardinals, agree in substance, but present numerous verbal 
discrepancies. This, nevertheless, admits of a simple, 
explanation, which leaves no ground for impeaching the 
genuineness of Caxton's text. Upon careful examination it 

. will appear that Con ti's yariations are almost invariably 
improvements in the point of Latinity, and the inference is 
irresistible that the Latin of the Venetian secretary was 
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not good enough for him, and that, when he came to insert 
the letters in his History, he took the liberty of bringing 
them up to his own standard. For example, at the end of 
the Venetians' letter to the Pope, where the genuine text 
reads " Haud sperare non possumus foelicem exitum," 
Conti gets rid of the awkward double negative by writing 
" Non possumus sperare nisi," etc., and observing that the 
last three words of the epistle, " Movent, impulerit, conci- 
taverit," repeat the same thing three times over, he 
substitutes the effective climax, " Consenserit, suaserit, 
concent." The absence of alterations in the Pope's 
letter is easily explained on the theory that it was drafted 
by Conti himself, while it must be supposed that the 
epistle from the Cardinals was missing when he wrote, and 
that he composed another to supply its place. 

The work is on twenty-four leaves, with signatures, but 
without title-page or numeration of the leaves, and is 
printed from types No. 4 and 4* according to Blades's 
classification. After the colophon and the verses mentioned 
above, there occurs an " Interpretacio magnarum litterarum 
punctuatarum, parvarumque," occupying part of the recto 
and the entire verso of the last leaf. 

And now the question arises, Did Caxton print 
these letters from MS. sources, or from a previously 
printed edition brought into England out of Italy ? The 
latter would appear to be by far the more probable 
conclusion, especially since it is known from Hain, 
" Repertorium Bibliographicum," No. 14,801, that the 
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second letter of the Pope to the Venetians, forming the 
fifth in this collection, was separately printed (probably 
at Rome). Dr. Konnecke is in favour of this view. 
Perhaps a copy of the six letters printed together with the 
Introduction may yet be discovered, proving that Caxton 
merely reprinted. 

The fac-simile in photo-lithography of this rare Caxton 
has been admirably executed by Mr. James Hyatt. 
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feamue itotNe/tt ft/tf itictifcm wtnpu/to* 
am a6 fa emmuni ton© not) af&aevr / 
tottifl* que tmm fcmpow f»«m sifegeftf 

* omnte fttfottbtatum a\ufae te nt*©i* 
Mnt (fcrt>u«ti</&osfomt« Or pifotid af* 
frcta/ ifc pofauam aGiqui otnnce fij mil* 
toft qtsicfe nottfatm attmngi cupiiinf / «t 
f&fttCattt /COtta ee 6* ad Cane fanc<mn «e 
opfett&m 3mfo&m acafctc/a6 atmte &tf 
crtwe/oftpfctcfHfow/tse ftaftriffce omit; 
fttr / ttcqj ampCtue 6e«o rf oSffttont am 
Mm tflmt nofZmm tkcjwt/Ctaod fwftc 

* no* fttum fumma (aptencia 6ta owntt 
**!*/ Clttt cwtftomw pfct/qtio It) Oifai* 



inittrSffeft* fttrtftie ftytatt / fkb to (M 
tttf frnottffcS tf gfciof&/ttimtt6i*f tal 
*S apti* o$e fie cofccuhtt9 / ffyftf* cfffti* 
m9/ noc cgaOSa't toe it) ttitf icta ptopfr «t 

<x tffo (Oftyueaitfo /Itaftim $omt dptfe 
fatwfrtm cptftnm fU8 atmttfc piffeifrxfe tit 

itoffc/Aitno $9 

IDtw ootncdatC tigmfFmo atmco ttcf$t# 
awifftmo 

^ptfcopi $ttfft*tt THami j */<& /€/ 
Cat/ 



m 3t^mcfonc^twtd/^p<fco^iwfei* 

pt domino fetftOOcmfiatttm j»fi ftntotiSI 
It) tomtno cfcuctftifttit/CttiigHi famtiff/ 2D& 
Ot/ <Wofq$ |»ocm cf quttftm i&tte ffrwpct 



I 



not) fcCum fct&gwmue/ Return cdam ol 
cwaa tnoufftiaf. fhioioqj pmumttCKtmu* 
tmif tie emornflfftmie toatm&i* que fua 
ft wrttoe fapitnfct fr«q? fcti6i* tnfvmitt 
qtti&tfq? nctit faptftiO? tfctt* a«6if mmttc: 
Ctqitt*/ j§to tfto pitapat 9 fupetioiiGue 
fim© ftta fadifoe ac tide qttietie tfoftt am 
^iffimi quafemcuq? pa«m fetto quo 6119 
toge fupenox emt cecfcfta/Pttfwe mafcti* 
time/ O- two qutanj co magte fttimue 9 
Sttm BbCufofrwj «f pwpofftu fuc fti&tote 
ce ttofftft/6$a8fit/ CO/ to magtm? atpietf 
9t*fcmit6/&ute tgi6tt/&/fti* nofqj no 
fumopro eaitfaumtygt petftufwmfrsnj 
tnf^i^u(t> noffto Catt&i6ttf qttiett* ifafotfy 
pamnfc c$frtiattq;/cttm pttfcttfl fcc* pe 
Ktatfcfb totto quo ?a qui (tut fatttfoe t*ce* 
fttOana«ttcomotofeota|»tfoG*«ac£ 0? 
0c/ rnwifc fcffc* ciCf / a»ufa t&afe futw / 
fXMim c< cocwota 9muetfaGmt/ ifo magi4 
mi fttqtettti$tte e( fujpCiamGOu© pet o«a* 
jtoro ftioe *o to tmfjbe <§** / &tfpani« 
Ofegt ac tffrgma «< $mu«faptope;)$ 
6ttia wmmutmtimiw / (pcofcxto nemo 
nip ipfitw paa» ac (Kwstotii* £$tif * 



Ham HvMt / $tue omnia ftta £amti $ 

ftettofqjcoCtfendue fea'mue quoftmfl 
fuptttate fettoad paamemt/sto mine/ 00/ 
ccCff ad communcm muatiiqf c&otdtfi ad 
tofttatfta agCaai ftcuG cefctt Jfotte pofrnto 
6)6 faaifc ad frponcnta odta «f fEmuMft* 
6?© pioptftfaty tffe fhafe cadi dumte/l&OB 
uimm tgtfttv qu$& magimt poffumu* of 
ffecrii CO/08<Rfltert/qiu» ffcpre dtfcotttiatS (« 
m ina cvttac coitfu etttt/W qitCadmdfl *&'* 
qui iwiBe prinapatf fwwe / Mi «f tpfa ad 
05c cottjunJ ctotpoznma' ad wpttmfoe tn# 
fer ngcitofq? fa/h6 fioct <n$ofio?/cotiaftte/ 
conctn&tS acordh»/3fcma Oiponttt/^ewa; 
«ia<|? %&tccfeffe uwi> wipgni oBftOtoriwtj 
amouetx/ Stuoo fH0OI*tftt pto ftta fin* 
guCaa iuftida (hptcntiaq? conftdunue c< 
opatttmeegeataont ♦nati&iutitf/COftftfcu' 

ropu/cQriftlattt t* que tiuttc ty mbigmo p 
riewfe ftrfafttt fccroe i&fte quitficonfufc*/ 
amefoe fb$ftttfoitte atptdi&ifie damtttfdt 
fcfftne ac demq$ap*d omttce tautety 
*t gfoaawj immoifafcw confequtfut/ 
<)Mctt4 % ftta gSeatftoo fat&f / £t 
Wid cfi quod ft IDttat iffio cemquew 



J 



p>ffii/tt/tt€/fmfc«(tt$f!inii $on/judfe 
cnim a# ffcimimmc frftttwG f/opwS nof 
(mm no« quoq* iwffaciiwe potttotmttr / 
Open* fc&ai tigxtJCQl iDa&tm 9*mM* 
giy/menfie tectmtae/Xmio a ttaftuifofr 

tit* (aum ty gtfttte pttostim 



$i$fe ^ttatfr/g&ottf/lttag/ 



C«ptmtte6txtieJ£/C0/<|tta fcattf § 
(femptt cofncuim9 miewncw* e< Ohio* 
<totit^ iftftflfesimue eg co amfae que torn 
9tontttt impuCtffr ao fbttua nofftii Sefo 
tttftttm tf inffttttanftttm (e(e pad fe* ttrfq? 
communis qpfttil / &o*fotu« pwfctca no* 
pxtitxno affccCw <t pCua6u« 9evtt* Quma; 
ttifjtmie a& pctam cum ceteris ifoCie po> 
4rnfofi69 tttcttttOa / aBfttttenoftfttetitap* 
06 Jtaamnfi &»o / em'tmtew/C&AP / 
cmantttm atfintf at* paeem tf fbedue 0119 
commttntGue frfttftte ttiicttm / lDi$ * 
itntte tarn antra que (cnaamtte pet 



©jototcm noffrum/ Qfcpfctr faimmxfincfe 

fcmto fvicfend6 tudtmutt/ ^.CO/ cut turn 
omnia eiuiwa/^umonaq? pro fuafumma 
fapienaa «e iMorosim&A tetfana nofcfftf 
ma fmtf Wtti fcfae gtytf itti factiffimt 
ffeditfe conouami / SfOttd fomS pvofati 
flow* earn «m n©6i« «5 meoiocri mofef&e 
f utitmm fuifjfe nift tfeifoe infftfefttm ttg* 
fupaotee omnia factor ponUj tt pnaptie 
^/OO/aotnonMiffrt/equo ammo fbxe qtttc 
qttio tttte cotttfyuff? Oecrotew/wfdnoro/fa 
CBte/o(q? eaof $ infctfte frifcw 0< nip ptc 
fcfcea «o6te free tfj^feS^fuptemfitti 
otottntttii i^umanatS ffcufl cquie oatfte 
fre fp(a amfrwcJte/SJ & no* yo&nctt tqtti $ 
toftfq?fue 6mc$o Sac ftmpftMr itoiffefc 
towmpwfnttm qui noe fy oiffiaftoatfue 
fcttgc frmportBu* ftwto fcfauuV&oztofad 
fcfiw featiffime pafrt «o fnctm p&ni 6 * 
mfefie ef fapicnfo/ f«nt iftt quifcro otgm 
|x>ntifv(x # comUt omnium pawn*/ £ft fo* 
mcn/ftfto0/n/<um patfa to fifa* qua ft < 
w bwi ojort/h) tfjjott opftmo ortionu $tt * 

matiAta mom <tf$ifc«H6tt / Ham tOta 



/ 



ptinmm pwftom ntijf 9m6tmtte pterm 
im pcuxnfr fq j twffroa ifo ftmptr crttttf f 
fi/tfi nunquam nift fUmmie inttttffe Caaf 
fttf/astf pto fbcfott fctttan&i fto* quam nof 
taeptucuCw f«mp?t an&fti&tnue ad at* 

fcttf pro pwfrt ftarattfffem fo* crotm^to* 
Co totem /Wot) rccrtneimtiseme fagmtiftt* 
btncrn pw tattfictfe inmtmtrio torn ctge* 
mafowfuoft a^tam nj tpfum cotfa&t/cjtt* 
tiofftte copnt/pnunne/tn co aoOoauttmcte 
$n<*ftt/€t awtim* $w|ua pro fonfte erga 

fcmtnt* Qttmana Stria* turn wnfcmttentie 
59«a quod fit aujUe mo$ po(* aunts tm * 
«C <p?mt£tte 9tiqttfifUotf? pwgemfrjB an 
fus «f? Jttm twffos ffcwaticnfto tnfangcv? 

fttm/ty tfemfo* ocniq? fin**/ aftpte ate* 
It) oumittm ipfum tuttnpti*/ Wonftts* fit 
pafrtnie lfct0te p** qtunq? «f fipeiueatt i 

not Si i*fiptfa»</©tt ft potottftitM tttfttiE 

tie Stawroie mo«ia« *tmi g quafl tgnatttif 
qttaOa no atfefiStot/ pew«M fane eqtia 

lam annum fttOm<«m jnitma* iffc© 



5fc{tfutt*/qutffru&ftmitaecntfuettf/trt f 
fCamanUGa as uCafbmta* /&mf*tttite 
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tan fufcqjmmtis pto aignitofr c&notifa 
fcfW*/tfittttte(iifl» fan<tt(tofe/€*tftft* 
miw ftUjwCtatco Utopias K\uit& yftitfc% 
quotqnot i*fi* ftsnf nef&e iffcc fumpfiCj 

ittaBaftcifftmalnwmC natttiiq; fame oc 

fawfejmq* omnia fatfato ttpoputoti^fl 
Otftfoti* toitt* noeieiffima a ¥o6ec6 ma; 
U6tfi*$uxnofiwapufimrfun& cffjwnie 

fkttvte tnottitm&icF tfcvftt* pro 6fHmonto 

mattttrntit/g 0119 omniB; tin* «£#• dfo 
to agmitte qttanfit t»6ttt ptnfoifoft iij H" 
fcm ftfirum fmi $C<m c&mpamam/quafl 

immem9w« fcdtw £ftfte ?i«e cwifc* 



1100 ft) fttttty <oftc&6 cCArfffifflumqu* 

(m oafttto nofftie confaftfTe/ *3tffwt< »f 
lie pto artort notf no / ©oflie a duo? nof* 
to fttfite f ugatofque/ftferafo %fia com * 
tn*4ftt* aptti/SritttttpQue actus nj fcno 
ttty/Qp/09/ £eitgiffimocaptiuo¥ut9 ptxx* 
tWVOtf>ine/<ttuo tmftttty fctuKcwj cfaaot 
crmcfc muCtn t*fco fan to 9tott %6e <R«* 

it $ too» maCttiffent/ 6( ptofcqut fttfori* 
(WOttttm&te <o$afety OofHecapfiuitefcj 
tftionenj tfettiffei ftfimttj/xttfcrfumqueff 
ftt fcffum mate* cnwj gferia / qttam Stti 
9nqua}9 Romano ponfifia an&gtfftt / 
Hoe femea intern patteoe potf *>t«> tin * 
matum (Rofetfi m«fc y cetfc tiopotGuil 
cCaaffimttti) doom amifSmu* ma$imci to 
rnwtif ttofftt tacfttm/fetft qttacjitat* attett 
poffttmue $a&t fatice? ftot«i ifla ttotta 
fcwj aCfc animo %(fto tnf«3i(|e/$< lee of* 
fid* e* fcttemeafo 6m6e cum tmptnpeef 
jsmcufte ttoffrte ogityettttoztity actw in* 
fcwae/ qui6ue m$i0 ttt&ttfofttty fig ttoe 
wftquw omnitto eg ammo otfmettt/ 



Ctuamfattgno ottfcnt onime turn cum** 
fafttt nj tttoem Jc*rari$ffcm e^fitramu* / 
Dfctamttt fttfra noftoao ftftaro feafc » 

gma'am tcetpitftoum m5 tioGteipfe ft&f; 
fe notfm ium digmtofrfq? etcptoe afrito 
etc* / 3tfFmf«K nc/aij atyftnafta ftt f«c* 
toe/ cut noftu* qtiS/Qp/CO/cut ffctfe feci* 
ipfc ritifqj foc»J/ jDtun quttttnt frfwtte a 
ttttfaftom8t(0 wtUmfoctftucateoft fttt 
quam poftffoc tfefSm frttttfttoc otgmwj fa$ 
6ucttt fc cuiite fMBtfettfaq? ftt6S ad no© 
frwetrf/ SSumptom tgttit fegttm tfg /quod 
qutom ommpofrne «e mfitffimue feuc 
tufftae ttoflw fent confa'tte fttmmie 36iqj 
fauori&tf cfi pwftatftte/ fto pCum Or ft* 
funfttf? nofim tctfttootticque atttmi qua* 
ntwffc cfli/OOtCquia tacfcto ma'm6tt* /S 
to/omma fUiit/fte quia ptftriata tarn fac 
ft not) #Wto mo&>/fto e^fcwj cciam na* 

no* at) poem ttnptrfrnoo/otm tarn ao ffe 
tttty pnrtttti ftf fttttom/SfirtWn tO ttww 
Uamjp ft fhc ftwm fiowrt ea «m ^ttftti 



ttltta l&fotiM $6ttimtt*/|tft m$im tf 

flam anaittatmtte/ttttttm otgmftit pip 
tattifeft/mo fonitofr/ yw&ttftiaa &tti$ 
fwa non ad id 6itt6im qty opfettf aC#/qttS 
ad ea cftawj ammadtttv&K que SMftae 
(Snl an(tnftmta/,9tam ft ante feffttm tgf 
«6*«) (Jrc ad-pusm efftatg tmanafftf ttmt* 
&fio/fhdGr atittft* «gWtff& / pautm ne 
gotftfuifjtt tnfrgsa tt attic** ttoa at oft 
ftuiont intimate iftafevr pocni*nft/|qiiae 
dfetiita 6gc tf tnflifato maioj& ttoftto q$ 
fha'fc fempt ppfttimite eg ammo ditto* / 
£edf»& afSfUmpftwt ftintom $imattti / 
qua fontf n«c tp|a ft»ft< .jfcttaaa/qitdn* 
fttmttte inflgttte fc&aftit voft tnmtmem 
w'fce eoftemq? pvefianftfftmoe ctttw omif 
ffc/W* petfitMiciffima oftfefju motmftt* 
Ctuto aftttd *$ flaw* noe at> pram / nil 
ft egtafo nofte fcmani6ueip(a Sidotia 
Ofrtfui noftcum tomittiit ad ftBidinetii frfH 
urn fcfi mito <mdw*Y fcffrmqjfty '9if«m^ 
6«9 nofftf fiaftte fyxsnkty cginfaito tnfa 
ttiffimS «tddetir/4£t quoma7$9/Cty$wa>f 
mm mtttaoncm fad* / ptofWo cum to H| 
Wo/g^/p* *nnoo ^eanrntit/ £ufttnc* 
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ttnmfq? fwnttic djtffrianotuwj jjm'atfctf* 
trfoty mwm / Jftfp attfeOtuftttnife* 
fctti 4 pofrtiiifftmte fcffte cop$e/ c#«d{ 
66ue[q; op») qut txerttme nuttq«a)9 coitf 
ftrimfp ftottmte totta* a* ftttgtfttin? ffc 
ttnoum OcfWww t»cie tfoftc/JWaitc awftny 
ft qio pCace*/ Oefraost (umue comowow $ 

6mti6tte Wfo no8te/ftta l fttmn6t« aCfj $« 
tmfr mtc ttto / 3fe»; tftt at>a«ma tutcutf 
tfif / W pvoftcto not) fufinairi nop taffm 
mut wotj amotc pad»<OMWiifle/J6#o *i< 

cffrtto* *t/«t « ggte (tit »»$/a(qj fatt^t* 
ftfce ifo cottt ftttt/ ft 06 eat* am tmttfe 
magnaq? tnagtotOtfli attow ammt ee amfo 

torn / $t ptcoe m<i»ime qui mint jnci 
patocmaa Wfctttot/$/«&€$ffo» fiat 
iffrf/ltrq? «iam i© tfcfttm SbCuttttte <ut< 
mi (Kcttcttitdtffimo* Ztomfao* Cat*** 
nadre / quotum fawHffimtm pwpo^uitf 
tf Otf^tmm communis C^ttfiiattoztttj 

■•■I 



r 



pact* jttfinamm cf adfftowntfc f Hi cut 

pvopkx JScvcmffimoe otffeffo *gee qtti$* 
omntftt* pme (taifie pimffimo cwtow 
ceftnotm fcmuo&ttaa&uitftfMimiieJiDic 
tutn ftofefjfc fwaf pwpfr v ttonmtKoe «* 
tfo* qtrifeite ttcque pag ttofta neqj frttu 
p&ftffc fafcf facta/ nam cumj ty pact futmi* 
omnee ao$tfenf <«$•/% noe ft) BcCfar com* 
tia'cmtM e a qtttom ptaatfeflffima /cum hj 
6cfto ftvfatmtr ficfevre noe paft not) pap 
f«nt J Ctuto itjtquiu* / $» tamen #0 
faftffhcfttm net) rot / fcfiffacftttn p» 
fed© fbtc oinfCoimtie / £/00/tt)Mifftmt / 
iutfifjime pfcntifftme fafiffaefttm eqitif ', 
tfmo utttci noffto tomino tefu crifto/cuitt* 
fancfa ftacm vrftgionemq? put atmoe pCwf 

foti fumttecuitt* fftttctifftmo* Skawoe pit 
w tfeiK wa'on* f«m9 ptopaifi/pco tjc pug* 
nammue / panose «g<* not) e$timciut$ 
mu* tto ittomm cccfeffe (Roman* btgnt? 
tofr/qpwinC* (^/paOrt qua feaf tcttevcttl 
da lUtpttcamtte/ 9/ C0/"5t (I qua tcttqua 
efi Sen? mcemtf gMda/ ft quto iufftcte w* 
6m© h) ^wmanie Sfquam cfl/ flnat &u«f» 



iftan) Jfmtxiinfyn ta fb*6itta $fi / quonn 

tpft mafutf/ Q$cftu opftmtt fetto cgpfe 
6tt/ft*emt (gS/OO/cwifrmpftt oftaitonte 
tiofime praptnf futctowj quern tnttuti **« 
fbumo/ Wot) ccttmut pwfWo au* tignt^ 
<W* auf wwtifce ft) «tifu otwi ^f twaticnp 
Gutift #* 9ttqua»f jm» k cttfftana out t $ 
gif/atti cog»tatti*/ ( Hoe (1 otgfttmu* watt 
na fWfTt nofetfmuv attoganaa/Wotoffia 
ffettpr wife ooaiit facto animt macjntcuto 
£inqtta6t€ ago ffeffro tffraue<*6i«w$ 
owio quft 6**w J»flft/g$/0P/a6 9»c fcj 
mine not) %otmue / no6i« o?tfr pocttf / 
no gmnto at iquto/qiiftfe tome*> atiqutd 
afiquanMgefpmtMt / fttfcmtp * frnatt 
jx>ftf< aoiufrw Ceo mutt* tiufmtoi / cut 

Wot) cottfttuitt) cowioomimuefcifma pw* 
ctiomimtte/?tot) 1019 fe«o ptfcuft fum9/ 
<faq$ 0»«*ntt« tfttomti* cum tttffteft mi 
Cicc fe*o cQofftanoe )**«e/|Snie tcc&ftt ft 
mfkiott) frc it) no* cotiafunj ffcngtttnt nof 
to empfttm/tf 6tfe6itfttur offfct)* <* fttft * 

^afoit/ffciWiw fena fenta fe#m piftt 




ffclNfe/Qfent6MM|£ iff WwW |MOffQllif QUI 

ffeufi fancttfftmt putoidngr fotetfctso fiCSo 
(tottt <mi»»fpi «tittt infc/attf no* prtutf/ 
«u< crtfr ttoptofatf/itik not touto fyttxux 

a* quod ftttnttti ffcticffq? ponflfW* attcfat* 
fce mown*]/ tatptttattf wtaftuf of/ 







_ #4et» €titt$d (Keutttttttitit? 
Ptmtftottim Catoinaettw/ 



<Re»t«m$tffttm ft) Cttffo (paiwe / 
ce JDomtni to) awfa jWatiictift / que 
&m tf ft fcfo ptcpflrt ittwe jmttapi* 



flmci «#•/ Wot) pfttitmi* &mtn t$ta« 1199 

quam (hew ifK cofttgio Qtfemu*/* fempt 
frCmmuo/fane pwef« fee? Ston&t optt 
motum ! c^«f2tane wftgtome pifaim tfu > 
0tu*9 rf oiftg«n$«7 qui ea qumw* <& opt 
toirf/qw nip attaittfitti ma^mef nj fc ft* 
0*9 tfrUni frnt f&ftt « offictf / duafta ft* 
cftqu^otcimute^pCumfttemvum nof 
tavum aa fummuwj pntiffom $ifce tnjte* 
Cum aSttttt* to«8ft / jEauOt frmtn * (urn* 
ma omnium ammfntatione owjroffimwn 

niiwj concwoie /« ao p*cmt omne* $* ; 
few / <&tuue tpfUi* not) orfftfrmutir aft 
quatioo c6am <m»j f&c dtfoitircupiott 
owe cgftifft mmosttm nofhovuin €gtfn* 
pfo qui nunquam fefttttt) intukmnt nifi 
taaffitilpxwi) qtioftoftdtit oupinunt ' 
4f ttnc ait&m frt fcwtoq? infctuf nca .. 
turn f2utficfo/3lftozum maeiefntfcfr ^Ity 
lit mitutn it) mooum toft?mmte woe qui 
ftmper ifft fattrtiffiwo Coflfegio qtitfittf $ 
awqj nj -^6110 ofcfrmpemw conNuimtte 

9<«* 



*t titt* fytfammfo pt» pgcfpfitf tgtt'pt* f 

ttyftt* ^umAniffimie 9n6ia>m6ttc oBfc * 
pni/« moietjj gtat* ttoij poffe/ £HnguCa 
entny pto vrtnm frmpttftcg & aiufatu qua 
fcfofr moccmn principee tt«*ffe tf2/ Cut ft 
(?f 0Kfta*m/2tautt tnCcmiu ontpofrn* 
tomitme qui Otrdii funm %tf q$ tti motfi 
$< quame t ff& ftj fettigmfecttt) pwpmftac 
pctfinaore 6mttp h) peccafr ftogvflft* fctot 
tow (tt foCrtw* /Wifcrft a panapio fttmtt* 
5«watwnfte if* we ©tide p&ettatrj q? pec* 
aitf 9if?utftm9 quoufque free f uii teffptfa 
w cum pofTe/iniutMmq? &i$nofoet*/£ttw 
q?e*amp£m*artnotum ycttittiaam ttoffrtf 
9tctf erne p«ttf nada pofgquam ejf ufa ft* 
ef2 Attti ptfnctpattt fttiuc pwaoftot due* 
n*fht fttm JmWtom paCu&t6uea6fump 
ft pettftt* fag fane tnftmptfltut / pact do 
qutefcet* t»6uie initio opfimi <tf ampPifltV 
mi torn mi/ Cum cum pafr t efcm*n6fftm9 
qutefifq; euptcHGffwme pattern pctttafa; 
64t ft ftti9 aStftncwf iititije/ ftddtotl pec 
uttboOfHimctottem/quam Gmfc effr maCi£ 

ttt ttcc$ ii) 9»< fecufc/uee hj fttftm> miffrtt 




tttttafttgmtm t$i{HmatwM pttttna&mf 
tttoneeieft fugtamu* (uftrictottttt) cujk* 
di&fie ftmttiatftt/ gfoptenttt ffcnt ct pa* 
tone / *M> to6iott tic fuftwiem freue/jf* 
pet qmnq^ annoe inumam fbcomim w 
otaforu eefupm teattfcftmttm annum jm* 
fomm {anguine ttofho Imumtoaim fact 
dtua'ue non poftttmue / Defttt amfttfrnt 
cum io feffo quttitot quod itifhtm centum 
CIS no* eft/ mi cum fmt mom iwcquitffo 
pwfr atom/ne ffctft poem'feat ad awna co 
cuwi&tt/2fn ttoe auftmque no* weittqui * 
tilt mCumnic mtio/qm %t digitntttftatf* 
ftffima ttptfitttmu* confmtm a#>cRaui * 
mw« paaitc mottuimu© / Xtma WffriK 
mtie pet fr< annoe / petfinatfotem tnttc 
#t> f»«tp>ft& mattfue<itf>tne noflm tetttoi * 
mu6/£urtorottf ifoCich»am/qHOtttm for 
few wo» f f</ 6t oftti mifctu ittC pofttdfc* 
fioniGue ittrtumj $t Wtam quam patm 
mafftf tmpu&vunf / <Woi) dufcm no* qui 
nu)it otmfimue gttfontoymoncfltoazanto 
fcntqj pacem maftcf qttam fe«um/»ttDi#* 
ttnu« tffctfaft fumue ftoe $< fluCfe* pot 
not taw<;£tttm que a© autfAtn noftmm 



»itf/£(tt*fftgttt< e^e tide ftfot I €fi 
qttiSue tgtftfmamuc fb«t ntmintn) turn 
t^fetfi tnoftgntq? itt&tdf $ ito« tootgttaf 
III rtoga cffr/attf qtttcqttam omtHfle quod 
motefttfl'imoe tf&mpmttfiffimoe cwtftf/ 

(lift gian C# CC€€I?#ytt 

fcjmpte # Diae anfrfcirfi 



4#S*t* (pop CtJtttfttt 






* 

f Ctipftmtt* fttperfotiftte ftitftt* px c 

tttna cfrmfofr tut noBiCifatt/amffc* 

quae tto5 pxo fttiue tfotwi «ufc purine 
CQrifftatt? ifKoCnmitoir to warn ampo* 

fufapme/ tf a fctto ifrwmt/qttat ttoflm 
cf Qfomatw <gecfcffe cuufcw* eftafyiitim* 
oc occttpafti Kftt&tter* / SJ&q* tew* $** 
0t* Qumftntfftmie tgtmut/ttfc 9ratm <mi 
Swj Eh$ttm quod fir fcttdtem ft <uut|p 
ferret mfeuiimu* / £u Seto wfrontf * 
ttaeaft 'no e eittme Otdjfft/ Ibttge oCip 
to a fcferipfoe qwam <3pfl 1100 *c i 
fuxoc fttetAmsttnti? / Jmati?tif« 



Weumftwfle fu*tt*e<Dfcd6tt*/rf «a no* 

Bw impute* quae nunqaam tgftfrtfit/ 
neqj it} tntit&m notfmm thtqtuftn itteio? * 
cunf/4fq? too noemo&^|Ummoqft»» 
fete offcgetutrt/menOmjcnimommMwjqjtu 

ftiCia conficm fteftiemmue atttttttm tf[ f ) 
ffeftnttn&icq; nCfawetc ftenifuamnf/ £j» 
•Mitmrnue fan* not poffr qttoatne ft(t>4 
tntteto * ta> acctfttio nofforqttottui o6f 
jfeqittntiffimo fcarttcw/ a(q; ito quanta or 
Jrtte tone ttf p«*dpt6u* &t ptfrnfefi t 
itte fmortn ipfam fbctoafrmq; confia&Aii) 
ptfuftfc&miie /Sifctomttt ffc omnia confo 
cuft;/ $< afc eatftrm tpfto* puectattfjunam 
tttn nifttt nofii* tcCinqwwte tofftcnCfo 4 
fie ttiQiC q? negocft / £to fumu* owpft/ 
Sfor© fl) fote wmitn ftrito* wfronotBim? 

ant file aMm qtiamttt* tWcui yofrflj/iwc 
ttfetf ftnoamaauUrfSBftomf/fKoiwe 
tifcwtao jMtfanofte (tyteptil n$m5no^> 
fet/f><tffi ttfctitfff not fbcotte 6sS otyf 
«fe/cft Cttor cfcwue a * &f?tf»/a ttoQi* w 
fetHatf fttetft/ qui no «i moto/quat i co 
lonftitnto o#wiammue/*fro fra amjfc 



ftt no* nit aGiuo ntft ad commutiein (Sal 
fttttm osftnpontm foOifttm ef?/tttq;ftftt* 
pofcmf / out auotfoiquicqurtm 9ta fr«rt 
tmtotiaw j £itftu« apoffoftcie Of cottfflio 
ftttem6tftam fmtatm nofhotum pw pa* 
a ipfa / ac (bno fx«ci gmttiffimte cmfutfe 
aotccte pro^tftnf^*/* nofte ntQiC Ins 
nottafttm jntc aCtqtta/Bftfi gcctnoi occoflo 
oafo/auf offenfcfo Sttquaro fui</Ctm cS 
iutt tptkmo pyflmu* no/toe fuftotfee no 
Bio gmuifrt ctfittqutn&e puma/ ttt fe* 
tnep S&a pack ftttftino} cccaffc tattto/ of 
omnium iniwdamm oMuttfoj/tt title pat 
era maCuimue/'WuttuoitoCiepofrtt&foe 
cottfoi ft dttqmo imtouatiit/ $tt pamtte 
ttoRe tajnomttfiQue feftttie |itt ptopug* 
ttaarfio emtio innottofti/ qua« tntm ftto* 
pneo confftugiffe ai«fco/Dttg Eta Jfct * 
matnfte into fuoe ad qtrinfttm fttme to 
ptom fea'fffc qwwGafot y wq? fc«6 aoottci 
pofcmmuo ft to it) nofhS cftfptii / ot pe* 
notu apotfoCicfttfi eOupottf/ nfo iftv tioo 
|ofom 3?man5ft/ tff cdffe/<tt«5ooqmW ft 
itofftwa mfi atqut fcnotfe noffti/oJ^ui? 



ftmftffoie feffcnftefft/ftftn tfpettfoitty at* 
ft ctttefomue / $fcfit9 igi&uc S* earn pa 
ft tnttouaaofw wfauimue/gcripfttmie/ 
* ft ab compofahnvi) wig* fcttofc fuim9 
Cttifiqtit&ty tnnoitaciotiwj ft wifra cortncj 
ttiffmttte/ anfta crtftao ft Clfftm* CWtf f 
(cmue / ^itmameace ftitntt; nj to lttojocto 
fuimue 9 ftm tuoe fmte fticmittoe con 
tfi&ufr /ct JraaatttfE 2>ttotm moto f»<* 
to a tnaioti8<se (fete fcvuafc $g«t initio* 
tottttft* (fcttatt/fttty fcco ft tccqrfwru «f; 
ptratfee/ no6ifq? ptfttaoti&te miga ft *5* 
tit i tMna t« jn.^mavtem ©ctupcmtam/ 
66 n) fwite 6to« 6t&mtoe / fomqj antmfT 
fato*/€tu4o0r$ cit jjj> ipfotl* #pticjitaat* 
fbt& nj toft* jtofie fxw* ewtfiotiS jinoii«ffl 
fuiffc ifrdati nSvofftf/qtttftti* ad pcnatf 
f fitfttie apCta'e^&atft t$t(ttctott$ «tqtufl 
6 ftiif£m9/3tite atjnSfte tymoOi ftifcoYOHgt 
tnftttta cfattftft fbpm/et ign$ j»89 t»«tt 
gutt»/qu$ aucjta/t $9»tft*ft «a$ ipffi fafr 
tn9 IDuorm a© pattou / ffcufi maiotte <Ui 
ftamtt*/ o6f«uoaon$/qM* caO« itto ft 06* 

cfi n5«omoeu oftuftfp notte (igmfKof ^ 



fee nt (fa (n (ft «o*»f?6otie Wr t no* ffteftttl 
Cwffc</Wiftm9 W0$ farftnu ftemfi i fcfip^ 
tie/qua tpfc Ottg ft oSfetuafjr otgif/q&j a 

ft ne$ft<u 6im€ ftttf /fttq? 06 ft ipfl? torn* 
*t9q? cSftCcmtotf omtoee/pttmtfpontm 

fug caOc fetfiwu fottmif a t cSftf^ono hfo» 
fe fadutoe o6toeri^/£ttfr mfqj toa9 ftgt 
attufctu*/o#j ao no* facwq? afltegifi nof 
feu oee flmoi tftottttffo* trfttfoSf / pottt 
c6&e $c$d a no6ic tfop fo«rf/ aflmmc eg 
pfcftmi / £u tScto a noB TO io facet*/ qo 
fane 5i toe tf pttftfi ftoeae tm feww* wu 
iffce/feafe agftft noCuifHf ttefam9 : tfttS 
w |et ittftiae/aj) met oiffioSria fit ^ttpftt / 
Ttpcmafoe ft t o6 fet*attcft6* tmffu nof 

turn ac ffrtoii pacffl tirctefti 96x1 ntm fbf 
W/.f tuni 9«pt« a< ttoffc* atttoifetie tf 
iuafoitoi* fmtnu&n? p€atte St/'quta 61 $ 
tn5 to tittfipu fe(K» f? 9«woi<i fecufota^ua 
(tms/ fe8tmuim9 oio/ <Uq? fS$ ft qu«& 
t*ftmm9 fr tfefomttt/tf «o GmiuoCfaa a; 
tfftgrfidft/iift qa$ tpf« 0115 ft offttxfet/* 
gafem9/ $* fc aittfie tt$ (Me 00 mtmci 
I»f(um9 c5fuCto ft oBCiwifa to«6 que ao ft 



r 



lam onto* fm>fwmtte/&ut# mm <uo 
fyc omfrw ftp oiuq? egemmuefquo qui* 
crm h) fcmpow/nce atuctim pit ft tff ufum/ 
ate motftii etstce/titc$$|« oGfffliw/ imo 
ne ttctomaj* qufom. / $u ifcw wfrottfte 
egfctoftionte ttofjsm* item n> fentpow/opf 
fimo acftotttim 9iimana*um tudto/ ffe& itj 
fettt {tut effe asfyCtfo* / jx>(i fettatm tm* 
}«nfam/j»(t Outturn datum moxftm/p»{{ 
o6f<#W9 Ww/Sgiiommtt* «tft/qua« 
nojiftiffri <aCtimm<tn&i mft© timenfo f« / 
<ut9 tfcfe a jmnapto ft |»«m optofle otejl 
oo qtiam ft attft 8e#um SMtofl ft f uiffc* 
mtie faafe qutoute a ft ©68 tutiffrmuo / 
S)tc egcufaao mtnimc vcapfetftu effc/ffetfo 
eninj no8te to* ttutt9 negate au&6i< qui 
tJiOtat qttat fun* cottf«cuw*/*g quiOu* of 
ttimuf ttga no* tuut onft (ttttim/ ctptm 
fumpfti (teKt wdo «j Jcaana nofto aunt 
tntti ^wb cCanue<in»aort/3K que fl fm 
tb ifitx noetfcw egifiimaw IJolir* / tftvGift 
fwoftao quod a$concO*$fcim/quod fed fb«* 
toue nofftum ©tyituan&um of ftnuetit 
Otoe tf fttftd* (Wif faif|fc/«< cum aioomi 
to* ft* Oiwq? ccjtffe / ni^if pvefttt* onu$ 




ftjjy qttoft *» Q»tio*/<t quttfi ifctfoeatf 

gttmuemue fbw / ttotutmtte ft& anfuofti 
Cuttaa peogtcot/ auoni£ cfco*tta#/cf fcW 
Titt«im«fha<mOi fiwtt) atfcm tafc* / S9 
qua c6 fflkmif /* <$ mtyfcmitttt* a& mm 

cottfm Jfctcariff cairn SJtifttafi/tffm no* 
<juoe a 6e«o afifrwm fcwfae/^noeie pent 
6t* infctj«/apc*to win tna*fc tmpta awtta 
mouifft/et % neftrt by tt afaf&/ fbtoit* 

ifefc qttio pet Or t*# fitimtte/ftnit CftCa 

fotoae/ntprta/a tto6t* petftf / tf.fi tent; 
gavrmu* attno ti) noc fc aonwtftttfi affm 
mcutit } (ptkmmu* etao iwumm*to 
puffanoa pwfktfcW / (po&mmu* fori** 
nofto qo? «* ntfg j?a6tff o&topat teffo 
pone witfS *m( /iuuioEafr/q&ofcmmiie p» 
tf&ftae pact & dr. ftttfooi tiro optimo/* fco 
ttofro oufpior pet %0tt «gw>fqj nofl «* 
ifainfffitm &nx/ Won ffesmtte ftimcn pwp* 
*wa qty 6m# <*afr* two now no6t* pet i 
(unfit attcottiain tffc pMitenftimm / tf fl 



f 




fUm m HOfftwnfcftnffoiifm/ *<qptun# 
^tmnftnifftmim/ omnee $ttc fcffet 
qiwnj tmntttm ttlmdutum/ <Wo# pctfUofi 
9ftt€ ft mofiri / %t a* cotwtMam JDucwj 
t|»fMJM adOtsavre not) ^t feffum tgctowe/ 
tmnfifttm minimc «wtcrfftmue/(to noi> « 
j»f?flo atiqtta /immo fcawtj aai*tmfr con f 

ma&te tq agtttm (Komawtm/p&toqj Ofpi 
la fcj oatCie ttoffttft oonf?itu<t» atptt/atfm 
Jt}fu$ttt84* tftomant* pofutf/cemm«*<ue 
*wa madcft iAvcCuftf/^aCiiim of ef qcttc* 
jqutd tnfcnaKtitfe fWi vfaj a* tpft motnta 
cmt cSfCSmmuf /ifl fcfctfio tomt ffcnfq? t * 
mt/qflfewqj (Komatioslijpwcntu' a ttoftt* to 
fcaroatrf/omnta ttiifam/e* ii) Otfatmittt c* 
flam Sifce ttoflmc confftfttfe ewnf / ©6 i& 
f&u 9 66t fauett fciafamut / g> (I tutted 
CwfcmtSWuiflffem? nifyt pwfecto cotm noe 

me c< omto**) 6tit augtfia pet fe wti*tt* 
f*CBttetto6ie *6t& / ct fwmtfjfa pcfcw 
wuo / (pwtafcfoe Hi Cagsovre Otre . 



tnnom o$tignanttim conftntfwmue/^to* 
q? not* sntoaotte «c &k wj wot 610 /(to tic 

&t moCa ctaffbi i mtaSi&im ftttfem aft t 
<|iiatt^o/ quae minua a& i* qtto& ftmuCo^ 
foe inffctttfq/ fee Snum fcmintm tefmgif 
2Jmmo fcftt&m e^trifem dmpftita ftttjgif 

satfatn trfmgifli/ $<fcf tyncquifqj ptff* 
a'ai nj &&um Jroa«*nfc ttoi) ad noffct 
ttffetfConrm earn onittem fuiffe cwnttttttii 
3&»q? aim tmftiim attgtf turn c$ cftiflf e* 
ittfmrti fofttttttime / fttiaftimtie ft qui 
Sitj/m/equitum / ptdrtuttt/fym/procwm 
muni fatoum fcfenffontfttww tg fbcotti 
tekfoe/qaamprtmutjj (Kqfet&m matafcf* 
fern a no6i* ftiige anfraptfi&m/ Cum fu 
te «qtti«$tMHt©6ie fc) fciiae <*C«mifc669 
conffc&fle cwwrflkwim/ qui not) ad .#«* 
sattarii/ fco ao fttgnambKum conftoemi / 
fcttptte 3ftiq$ aa^foftft/ptrmtfettm* i ffe 
gufee W*« aca 9/<m$m9 &d$ ttoptS 00 ft 
oia&nS ft ntt* ft«8ie/t quo* qu4tif4?fet 
fawmu* pmcufte e##ne«*/ ?oB<u qj ctt 

c 



r 



fitfftotte sice c$pftt*e yttcgaftt Wo€ / Jtto* 
tita&tt tic ojxm noffca WW ^twanenfi 
fo?Uffotfttt/sMnm$ W magiti note 6tt no* 

0? e /o'uitofte miffonf&ft toi mitik* nof 
foftpafhCB /Ro&tfttm «j tftfe tpfa comof 

aim (toe ttttttfr/tt oriirtif mt Item fasftit * 
prnd»o/S8» fc* ttofco egnata tnffoumtfto/ 
tt ptmnia Wofetftno mtftfi Mutftife it6$ 
t*ma ttfwi ft* *6fumpfe/ct tmrium apof 
&Sfatif> tgfoiiffiim *0ro fuif/9i itif! ten* 
tpjfe itoffrt ea ncSte tnf# tttftdflfte/9< 6u* 
wptnfc Wiibin maftS «£*otrf 6tt nof 
W pvaffefe mm (Roman* n5 &*Cet*mu« / 

qua* fcmt a * aoio tttfetaGifrt HoOie * g 

nuftt i#a <o(Waft fimtWHS ft <ne*« ttj nt5 
thereto omfetfo et p*utdtori#/tmtto jac 
6 tfjr confftgcnOum acctamantifi/ c5f)ttft 



9ttfoti* tmttqttftm (tttf (to ao ttoe ft con* 
fttftfTef/ (pcofetgatttmtte in ogw (Roma* 
no t$erc6im [ittotum qtttgtte fhutottfte 
ftfftttm qtioqj ^Ciquam© paf ttgattimtt* 
9tatmq$) ffttte fro immotfctf att$0K/9ni 
ct ttfemue omnia/ <tt«fe aottetfuf ttof?p* 
fto Mum mtnquam c^cffifH/ qui jwtft69 
tiofmofmpct ftiuiffe tadifae /Conatue 
<|$ fuifft non mofco coff«g$e Cttfrne/ et 0* 
tatimBttf iute/ltatm amni tta « (to nof 
|m noe teftucftnr/ €otum femtnomtttMsn 
cattm paeie taaoitc ofiftft fw«ttmue/ Ml 
01m piff tftfotfem ipfam/ ttttt* aomooa 
ntctfjfarium Siftmt fntffcf i»j nofftoe fu$* 
&t*e/ 6 warn ttouifjftwam tcWfioncm 
attfma*ttetfr«f/«ffeq$ pwpfrtw opttt «f* 
tent mtCitiCu* &t« / tffi feouim tnatftafe 
commt afttm ptimtttf /nee pcttnia ncc <$m 
(too) amptafaift* otee fcttctf j»&trfi</ 
quotum KotfTtt pn too* «c«fcma>/ommo 
noftw ft) tgte pumendie 8bf unftte ftuf?m 
to «f3 / «e atfctm amtfjfto inf<aife/«t ao 
cMmm nefftf egttcitoe fkittio ffota cf< / 
IDu^ €atofeum am mtaftt mittfue fn 
€ fyatti* pmitnctif ipfa" Mem ntcutftoift 



•em pet omfe** town tf tiotfm* fttfrme fc 
dmtie /■ oc quft &mc (opwe efffc ptatma/ 
/f/«€ mtCtfitae tftwimue nee fomen no* 
6ie tttj fontie tetum tifficuC6rft6utf ftmfo 
q? Sift* nofftac pcricufo otaufie/miCi&m 
qtttotm tbiurn «t*t ofalfcm eg fo&vt tti t 
6«ctc CbCuififi/Ct tttnimo noGie apctft sw 
cfamfft nityt ampCiue fuBfton autfuffmj 
<$ no6ie (typedtfei* poffe ftcqj n? fontto 
ptttcuCte $$> ft noCte oonfft&tfie e< oGfcf* 
fte ofa ftia (*uoia/omnctnc$ conafttm/9im 
teittq? omncm /now % to a prinapio otaf 
to*/ 06 fttoatm fimwm cBitftruaftoncttj/fcd 
06 fmatiS ntam/tf (Roman?, cccftffe aiii* 
ftiftm pmCamm duiptentom fon&ttffti / 
Won fcc foeotte tiofftmn/ non aequifoe/ 
not* vtti$io/ potfuCaf/ Uf aim focttte uro 
fit pto comwrn tefenflone ftaftmm / ttua 
uuc ftwnl awna cot m noe eft" pettcufe riof * 
<mtS tttC tttfquatit couttfttie/ tfntfc 61 
no6t« au< ft foc&uefcwafje/auf tffub no" 
teftatiffe / aui a no6ie «< tomona cccfeffa 
ft non alicnaffa atgumcnftifette / <£taac 
au^tfta fti nob eg foesw ptcfiitifii/ft fcttfi 



ton tn&iftyft/ Won one* taunt comttnrft ft 
pftuo tmmue/ 0119 6t ft ct atmte noffea 
ftrfptcne/ 61a fronfr afqj omfttto fc a no 
610 (cmn$f¥te»Soft u$t6isaM9 «f|«n9/ « 
f*ou* nofWWu ito apaftffimt fttgifle*/ 
of noftonn <iuiWrm pfftftifer otytoiflfee / 
qttto tnqtta 900 pro nofgm feftnffont /pro 
«ti$oa6i66 apof?oCto7 £ote conffruafiont 
pro wtUm per ft otmpaiSforttm mupimtio* 
n#/ac pro twffcda tpfa/ quio tioe imqum 
ffcont «g (Roman* tcc&flt oigntfeft orooi 

am iutwmue <ttm $» out pacrm tfott* 0; 
mat* noftfbwn pro tpfotum opium fefenr 
pone/ aiq? twupjmttone omnia ftia ffci&a 
opefqj profttnw* tecmtetttitf/tton igiw* 
* pace a<fo qwa *7fi 00 «a ctiamaonttf 
ftrie C|ua« iuffcaae oonfattonea fun*/ cow 
went*/ neqj qitoo noe 9u<oxsa ipfa qtttc f 
^uS nojjtnowea* qat opfimo ow fatn9 00 
55no too optimo no6t» oafom/ St fc< tpfS 
tp? nunc cttmmue cfftorcrmtte/lftoe no^i 

impttommP/oti qua ?Ktaiam>6ie ottiina 

€ ft? 
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ftfwn fyntftitfimuj £u$ ottoo nunc mp, 
imt Ocptrflwrtimue non fofc/quieqwo/n/ 
ftutone ttofte pwtfifcfii / ft fanrtcpfft n5 
ad ottfgtome/ 6ttt noflmm ipfotum caufa 
ftd S< impermm ifcwamnfe 66t%nftt* 
ame/Cum tarn pa'tttn * infyaGfftme I* 
mtnmttfttt<utQKftmuu7<Konfuii nof 
<tum pcopefifttm tufite totntnte ftta e«pe* 
lie / non futt omiq? feftnm eg feflfo fetxw / 
(fa futt fcc tpfnm/ qty rwnceft/ pacem in 
tftttiam puGCimm «>nffaw/ $Hcq; ftftgt; 
oni c$afttane confwfc w / Cut noe famue 
a Q90 tmotfaCi / W amptifianSejM oxft 
(ucntt pwpoftfce/ £uic ipft m fhtouitnuo 
femptt.* nunc fie fftttemue/ %i a&ttctfan 
6 66t gmuiftt imfawmt / Ctuod tfcw a& 
pewrnt ft fyitm nifyt effe aCiuo qua «uc 
tp mant$ue fete ftcfaiam tgfctquoti/ ft* 
mufqj aO CiStdtttem fcfHum/ <W* ft *»fi* 
Co OewfUt fartror attttimae/ lion faiieaft* 
mtww pofjumwe/fonto ft cwotsr duoVQii 
quo ft pafrttta /$* fempet feamue/c&M* 
toft moitemu*/9< acatm69 ad ca onto a* 
ftimu t$*Ct^onettiuir«fef/nfc ft «omt# 




nfifcr R$ito e *$♦ tttttori/ $ffe qwC 61 feri* 
ftt pttfoe/ttoe flim* ffcptfciff flimfiq? «<|ttil 
fefrm / ttam quo magi* infimfam ptcut 
ntae 9tm ti) CeOa fotume / «* frt" ouiff 6*; 
otw moifrm au&itwte/Swfoitf q? tpfff nj 
mam09 &t6u«ae/eo mawi 0wwe e< feu* 
<Ua «tl/fl comtmf pac€ oi69 tttictie copCft 
*aej€5tm fcw ft fetoHnptof«qut«ie/*ei 
featfuypacitf&q? a fr tiffwnae / dcife* 
tmmotfoCt fco &(£!» gigStfi mote tfttora/* 
Scnfui atq? infamic ft tornmifltutt quontt 
5 *« £6t «tf cum tW© SWw &o ttoffto 
«f eitt* famta e ccfr fta pto cutac $»not* * 
teffttpottc jf wattoc t»69 o*89 oiutmect 
9umame atafm9/€a< inquam 66t «te / 
cum tcCiqute ifoCte pofr nfofcBiw /qui tv, 
cfcfWi *t4 tfcrtiaipfS $ tveafefacfori n5 
flnfttf /frlfr© amfam inwftS/fcCKi tftictcu/ 
cwttm ctC «< fcmtttt* pttgua«/1toe «»w* 
<m ittffictf fbutmue/toufa CQaftt e£/€tt 
tut nod focfl cfti&|tt& idtgni fcwmue hf 
twrte/ Sofom ttitCiam contm tt acenfcm 
ptouocnfK/ Slfeq* nifi a fenfofaaito* te* 

ciiGj into ipi fcofcafui im* o9to/*$e *fctw> 
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ft aCfcttoa tit omwtem j»ftti* quam 

tut ttftnfbttm &ft tyrant/ 4tt«mtite«i? Oi? 
CMc f& £ttafmtt|i ptftotiomn? (US&mt&t* 
ftty&ignifofttnac t^Qett6atf)ft*ptomf 
n*e angtfoe anfr fapfum 6w6uif|e/ftO f«* 
pt&a etaftim KjCuiffi tgaCfoatfrmtft* * 
torn * Otpwffum ♦(£ $f<$ mj p»f tsntatt* 
•BifP/00* niat tiSi **) mmfcm ratBum ffeft 
uato*i« ttotfa / jDjwtm *ft fi6i <otttm (ft* 
tnuC Urn <nCa< w« / ttttmttierie fttftautiw 
apc>(2oCic»tttm/qm6ue anfr #>afca egtDtn* 
t*tfntmft/t&rtutt/«t a*i«$*m*tti$a# font/ 
# ptcopw/ qui Swcmam Ciutto&W) nof 
(mm occupatt mftmttit/ 2(9 6t i)ie of * 
facta* (to peenie ipfc $ftme/4H <W 0* or 
fins caCummau fbe&tie fcfctfc ant torn * 
tfa«^afc/ttu«ue ft tftom*0iue fcrt /ttftywfi 
nvo gmiffk* et 9f5f«/tt5 «o6te fafttttie/n? 
fuad«%/*5 c5crt«66* % afttae/ftx&ttil 
tnowfft /tmo eotm mCtctf Sbfttaitt ttoffctf 
tw6ifqfinTc^o/ tw^ ^ ^minie «iufqu5 
wic&n> onOrft pofrrtf/EbemfJe ttoe «re cccfc 
fie /¥a/ atmtetitte*miri^e9ortm/tte$ 
Ifttotatntanu fa&te ta<fa6&&9tbiai9/$£t 

ffntm Cat aoimitq^icfoftie imafefte &* & 
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. iff «0tdt*/*g qtto ftatt fhdfc poffc Stefur ; 
3^qwS#ffe Stone 6muamtfty^3i&a 
tw cfitgfofie prngftf)!? fflp. fegcw cbtftma 
q{>2 ft fettfi pwftqturos ne fttitfft* tpfa Sfc 

. tbwa'ctJ g*5 tf9q? foSffc/ fefoftiM a& no* 
dftvpetuSfctta/Ct wats ft fciforfe ftfi *$E ciH 

ti^o $i cfegtfefiSt? tftae latter &f»iffte/cu 
' • piotfofee cffwnee cMtpfcne/atma fettea* 

tttfquaeYcf paomt ifcfte Sp&ctarte/ £t?qi . 
• . mt*$ £6ufq?. ifofte qute^i cofWae/ flfto* 
quttr n«J 0ifftmuCa6im9 ffpK9 jgpjtitoK* ' 
69 << ?gaft69 attme ^crtst* cofai*ft/9ti no 
#0 «$**&* 9ior0|<iiir/e6 tuf^tda ftiatc0t</ 
' fttt> wit fctcJa totmnfiti Wito ifia S jnimiti 
l^imattA/ ntmtC iwft^iofa/e< a sptt^tatto 

mtm&'a&?tia pwfertf que tn cQctffum «9q? 

•Biwtitt f^^t/qp««m ergo U^Ra pu6ft? 

-. t<i 5bCumu«/% fitnuC fettotC iiwtiae caijt 

' flm9/ftntttC tyttt iptfifttam9 o$e « fttpuB 7 

. •gpi«tte %tifte ^ia^ 9<tA tmamfflocf 9»r* 

. ft* c5fue<im9y?Da<c $mtf «m cccc tm&l 
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e&mptwn Ziitmmm SWufWfftwt 

tti pu6Kc* (Oettetf a* fanefiffimu jDomt* 
mi»> nofftum ^Hgfom/Otttsna jwoutan 
da jantifugm quatfom 
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Cute montffuafclqj pti ftttrme fttafattc* 
6fo$ *tt£an&* mo&fteqjfcgtmuc/quic* 
qutoegctie &ge fefette 9iof aft nofin nof 
(nfqjcrgo fefcm aptfoCiaAtn ef ffeftaBti* 
el wattfiSue metttte negfctie / dtuSi feci; 
tnusammo/ $t (bCuenbi el Ctgqnot pofrf 
to fi6tetf/<cyam hj 0»c genew con<rfja/no 
6» fat effc / nutta cutyM ttof^m acefctft / 
woe 9* frfftcuaxe/qui noffrie fumpnfetui 
nofftte egemftt el cEafTc / ftpmtn quattt 
nam ft) ftno &to txotptfft/ que & nunc tn$ 
crffe^bf ptnfftgaittmue / n«q?ti0i opt6u* 
itofftit ttfutmn* I Wis at feoun apoftott* 
mm fummo aim noffto iitcommoto el pro 
cud 6tfo win w/ Won toto/ 1109 pttffoiatn/ 
nor) eftttitftonem o6#cro noGte p»fe*/ que 
ft/91 ftwumue/omttta/ «i ttcotta'ftaat *$ 
mtcif tynxfenfee / mCfttiom t$ptt(um 
efft pufettf /qui fponfr ft to* Caqueof eg 



qtti&te tgrftme/tctanfeyCtty aft noe otifc 
it* (? d6i 6<*« pttfe* qfn tJicf Oct gtut wj 
tmie/faccD f&d fbetofe/ac pad* turn W« 
fori/a/fr «iff pftm? Sf /ft Jnuifr/patff 4/ 
tftoioaie^ ntie / poaftft a/ noBte qf?« Jm* 
$iS/fa&tft itofim m/pu8&« tfgnifeft ftit 
fett pc#m9/<n©6fe ni$e9n<|tt* *0}9 fait 

min9$ MR? tieqs maiowe nfi ntqj noo tfa 
$ fefta fSpftm? ntfi tfceg «ofiUfcm£fcpci 
cte jmcrtrm?/ <Httpc¥jn5 ptopagfiot cwpi; 
ftifttfe jmpettf/f&o 6t«» ftfettofie noffo* cS 
ft fcuw «c montfcw pitgnamm9/$ t tc / (I 
ttoe frfHtoie/fadft i6pr noe jMcfe nt$ 3u« 
tie gfetfo/ no" 9io?m9 9 toe (ua&te pad not 
0te paffi«/^ itf fwta af£ucmfiot/3iM» pa* 

de o6ftitfoe/ &oc pcf£$ fr« facfttuti ftwte 
3ie/equo<Hofmmue/mo ftfrtfaftafqj H 
gnifott n*€/talb*ee/opie/Sii5 dttnl/ cflfl 
fcnotSfr/0?6tfr tfino' nec$e^( jDemCfao 
# nvd i fatftaitf 6$5 oBfmiSdcif quff wota 
mc/ia ft cda befSituii /o6fmwuim9 /£atttti 
tn9 copCiC pade/i q nee inc5f2ada/nccto€9 
twe ptftoia ffetfcfttt/qttc 2>iofni^at« nxi tci 
tHiGtia no Mnttai/ qua fcniqj fcm9 ptf 9 
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6tf t«i« effort* tfj»*i69/ << aft fteHtfta 6ta • 

IwOifo 6tc ffat eccfeflg/irifo&ftttxdmi^t 
mir/iit itoffafecf fttmtttt? otffftrc/ tuf fir . 

AMtftttf few ofa ptopt cofririmtytf qty atf 
itoe atfmtf/eo min9 mofcffr no* S*6m fuf . • 
•n9/qaa cSmoOiue eje $ie aiufte tto6ta Gti . 
Ifctf m pu6Gta nee ^atfi Ctaftf / @um9>' at* 
«fe oijwtf* teue £Scft6*ft ft« ((iH at 
cgCpfc $6; pate p«ofS«*/«< (uo ntiftt cSda. 

#pu$naft5t facfati/fc«i* <H <#trfi oft *• 
«itfmt*M pttSCt* * pttuafe o»nfta? nafl 
$u0rtawmtt«/2Jottn ton* tm'gute iwpbfi 

<wi(/«Sna«mw«/ Sanftim 9»$fart£ ftp no* 
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OMMW itfati fammo (potttifta £t£fe 

<** 3«tifft<f|tmttm COttttfiAtttm want 
Sfoanttem Wdomwjttm 4MftmM$ 06 ipfo 

•re/08 jfatfwcnfc front* ftiffepftw/tttt* 

$9 / tf tiftgmft* fmttfttfc pttjfe&ttm 
CStncftanu qpocftt; f auw<itom/ ft) tbcf? $ 

gfcftttfj i <uCfc*ff$ i$*$ www* ftfcf *«, 
€tttt ^fjiwHWatco turn Ciwtone foqw 

So C|iit0ii»: mgettr)co^ ittatjna /SHgtf* 

fafrf<a/tDwfo/iwmi»/fc/Wat/¥ om&tf 
ptoatmfca fStttdi WWuw/«fe<r/t/ee ctftm/ 

appottcff ftnttirtionl^ii p/i/wt pitgtor/ 
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6tftu f mftu noftottim (fee* Qfomatte re # 

ckfit/fttO iilfn*um*u*f<pQl<K*lilp>9* 
Cue (Komanu©/qt>on/norea/i/ponftftoa<u6 

ttofiti/ £ #tifue/»/£eoiiat&tte grif tie/ 2> 
SJ/t/*mino 3oamri / $/<K/e/aur/t/fa* 
en (ftomane cccfeflt <atdtn{&6/2>ia/t7dt 
aconi/£An<<iff/to/n/t / ^ntfifjtmue tti 
tm'mtf noftet / 6g<dlfn/CO/i/ f$otfr«ttcfti 
B^m/^(ua/t/f«wfifofrm fuam/ftfitc erf 
yt/Bcfltf «Crituftmi«/^t/i/©«witfftmo/ 
CD/«C/t/fc(lm crt(!fato/|tai 8ea/i/fua 8ta* 
ti&ttojftttmmi qpottf/iffummt pntiftae/ 
59/09 /i/fantfifofo ft(Sw/<#/#/i/6c««r* 
ftmc y»fcv/&jCO/ i/ ffcnctifoe &f*m/g*/ 
fcf*w/i/6c<itiftrtmi %fc? / CD/Q$/i/*fto 
<toti6tdtm/3>/<K/t7ftominoe Carina $ 
&6/& /C /i/0ena<it6 cofwWoc/^/2>/«t 
i/eemwrtotum tomttioittm awdtna&itm/ 
5>/a?/0?cu«trn/tt) €Qatfo fM<v/ t/tomi ? 
aatiomtm ffeflamtm Qfetinvtfet tg c^cifEo 
pfa&lnfi/mmf JBammttm j*fit/t/(ttm* 
mm yetttiftarm 
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TRANSLATION OF THE 
SIX VERY ELEGANT EPISTLES. 



HERCULES, Duke of Ferrara, having been estab- 
lished in that Duchy by the Venetians, a short 
while afterwards violates their most ancient privileges; and 
enters into a treaty with Ferdinand, King of Naples, the 
Duke of Milan, and the Republic of Florence, which by 
the Venetian treaties was not allowed. The Venetians 
demand reparation. He refuses. Pope Sixtus IV., abandon- 
ing the treaty with Ferdinand, gives his support to the 
Venetians. Ferdinand, indignant, with the view of 
drawing the Pontiff off, provokes him with wrongs. The 
Pope exhorts the Venetians to make war upon the Duke 
of Ferrara. This they do, and harass the country both 
by the river Po and by land. Ferdinand, considering that 
stronger measures should be adopted, induces Alphonso the 
younger, Duke of Calabria, to ravage the borders of the 
Roman States with war, and Sixtus asks help from the 
Venetians both by sea and land. The Venetians send a 
powerful fleet for this purpose, besides a large sum of 
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money both for horse and foot soldiers. The Pope, 
although far superior in force, had he any desire to 
use it, asks the Venetians for the services of Robert 
Malatesta as general in the campaign. He, with fifteen 
hundred horse-soldiers, leavitig the war. in Ferrara, flies to 
the succour of the Pontiff The fleet lays waste the entire 
coast of the kingdom. The Venetian Commander, Mala- 
testa, routs the Duke of Calabria with all the Royal forces. . 
A triumph for this was celebrated at Rome. The Pope 
repents of this victory, which he declines to follow up, 
fearing that the Venetians might become inflated with the 
double glory of having routed the Kiftg ?md of having 
subdued Ferrara. 'Negotiations for peace and a treaty 
were at once cpmrnenc^d betw.een him and .the King's 

* 

confederates. The Venetians molest Ferrara as much as 
possible, and, after capturing nearly all the 'neighbouring 
towns, invest it with a blockade. The Pope not only makes 
peace, but enters into* a fresh treaty with their enemies. 
He also sends a legate with forces to the assistance of the , 
Ferrarese, ' under the command of the Duke of Calabria, 
who had previously been defeated, and who now enlisted 
five hundred Turks in the service of tjie war. Meanwhile /# 
the Pope writes to the ' Venetians and exhorts them for 
the sake of the peace of all Italy, to lay down their 
arms, restore the captured places, and raise the siege of 
Ferrara. The College of Cardinals writes to alrtiost 
the same purpose. - The Venetians, both on account of the 
Pope's dignity, and the disgrace of the violated treaty, 
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entrust the answering of these demands to Bernard 
Giustiniani, soldier, orator, and procurator of St Mark's, 
who, because he was most eloquent and wise, and because 
he then held principal place in the Senate; was considered 
by all persons to be the best qualified to perform that 
task. . 



Tq our beloved Son the noble John Mocenigo, 
Doge of Venice, etc., Pope Sixtus the IV. 

# * 

Beloved Son, health and Apostolic benediction. Since the 
time when we were first advanced to the dignity of ' 
head of the Church, by. the Divine clemency, though 
with insufficient merits of our own, we have deemed 
nothing more important than by the utmost care, the 
utmost ingenuity and industry to promote the interests 
of peace, both because we thought nothing more in 
accordance with the duty of our position as a pacific 
Sovereign, and because we saw nothing more" salutary for 
the Christian community violently attacked by the most 
cruel barbarians, and afflicted with very great and con- 
tinual disasters. Inflamed with this desire, not only hive 
we urged Italy to a mutual agreement of opinions — sending, 
for the ambassadors of its potentates more frequently— 
' but we have exhorted, and again and again invoked, 
Transalpine princes and the most remote nations through . 
legates and Nuncios sent to them for the same purpose... 

. But if at. any time we have been impelled by injuries from 

• • • 

B 2 



I 



4 EPISTLES. 

any quarter to take up arms contrary to our fixed habit, 
when spiritual threats were of no avail, we have done so 
reluctantly and under provocation for the preservation of 
ecclesiastical liberty, for the sake of which we ought, if 
necessary, to sacrifice even our life. And this, indeed, has 
been done with the intent that, after the settlement of 
affairs by war, a wished-for peace may follow, such as we 
have always advocated in our mind, and have longed for 
with heartfelt craving. But when, contrary to our desire 
in this respect, Italy some months since, with the co- 
operation of the enemy of human peace, engaged in a 
dangerous and grievous war, and the madness of war had 
reached such a pitch that we also righteously provoked for 
your sake were subjected to numerous losses and hard- 
ships, and lost many of our cities and towns ; when 
we saw the City of Rome infested with a blockade, 
almost the entire country laid waste, its inhabitants 
roused into sedition against us, our shores harried by 
a hostile fleet, our city cut off from provisions, right of 
passage prohibited to those who from every nation on the 
globe were accustomed to travel to Rome, so that the Roman 
Court was being ruined ; when we saw the ecclesiastical 
revenues of our brethren, the Cardinals of the Holy Roman 
Church, and of other prelates intercepted, many of our own 
servants in open rebellion, acting hostilely towards us, 
Ferrara, a renowned city of the Church, placed in manifest 
peril, and all Italy aflame with intestine war ; when also 
our very dear children in Christ, Ferdinand and Isabella, 
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the most wise and pious Sovereigns of Castille — considering 
and pondering in their minds how afflicting to Christendom, 
how pernicious to the Apostolic See, how perilous to the 
Catholic Faith such disturbances must be, on account of the 
schism in the Church of God, which by some was already 
being effected — induced by a pious zeal for universal 
concord sent to us to humbly beg for peace ; when our 
venerable brethren themselves, when the Roman People, 
and other ecclesiastical cities, and also the other potentates 
of Italy supplicated, and implored us with the most urgent 
prayers to the same effect : — we have deemed it right to 
comply with their highly honourable aspiration, especially 
since this is in accordance with our original resolve and 
natural bias in favour of procuring and securing peace. And 
we have fallen upon times in which nothing is more to be 
desired/ nothing is more necessary than that Italy should 
be at amity within itself, should lay down its arms, restore 
what has been captured by either party, put aside hatred 
and revenge, and rest in mutual tranquillity ; if we wish to 
be truly Christians, if we desire to defend and protect our 
liberty, our fortunes, the worship of God, and our religion, 
than which nothing ought to be more dear to us, against 
that most cruel nation of Turks, which is now threatening 
the destruction of Italy. Wherefore, since we are per- 
suaded that both you and your renowned Republic are not 
averse to this common good, since you have at all times 
loved peace, and sought to remove all causes of discord, we, 
seeing that all the other States desire and ask to be united 
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with us in mutual tranquillity, exhort you with paternal 
affection to give your adhesion to this holy and desirable 
unity, to lay down your arms, to restore your conquests, to 
abandon your hostile proceedings in Ferrara, and no 
further assail our city aforesaid with war and siege. 
This truly will not only be worthy of your supreme 
wisdom, when you consider in what danger all Italy is 
involved, but it will be so honourable and glorious for .you 
that you will obtain immortal praise from all men. At the 
same time, we offer not to be wanting in prompt and swift 
justice to Your Excellence, should you have complaint to 
lodge against the Duke in question. 

Given at Rome, at St Peter's, under the ring of the 
Fisherman, the nth day of December, 1482, in the twelfth 
year of our Pontificate. 

L. GRIFUS. 



to the most illustrious prince lord john 
mocenigo, the most worthy doge of venice, 
our very dear friend, the cardinal, bishops, 
Priests, and Deacons of the Holy Roman 
Church. --,'*•' 

We, the Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, by the Divine, 
mercy, Cardinals of the Holy Roman Church, to the most 
illustrious Prince, the Lord Doge of Venice, with our 
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• * 

sincere affection in the Lord. How much our most holy 
Lord and we have not only always loved the pe^ce and 
quietness of" Italy, but have with all care, industry, 
and zeal exerted ourselves in that cause, is manifest, we 
'think, to the most .humble as well as to 'wise men, from 
the many very evident proofs which His Holiness wisely 
and truly puts in writing; but chiefly from the fact that 
in former years His Holiness and we, being most anxious 
for the quiet of Italy, chose to prefer peace of any kind to 
a war in which the Church had by far the advantage. 
Of this indeed we make the more account, because we 
saw that such war was carried on contrary to the wish and 
intent of His Holiness ajpd of us, through the very great 
desire of Your Excellency. Who then would not in the 
highest degree praise both His Holiness and ourselves, if, 
persevering in our laudable resolution of procuring and 
maintaining the peace of Italy, we have substituted 
universal peace and concord, very much in accordance 
with the persuasions and supplications of the Serene King 
and Queen of Spain, through their Ambassadors sent to 
us for the purpose, and at the desire* of nearly all Italy, 
for the present and dangerous war in which those losses 
and hardships to the Siege Apostolic and the Holy Roman 
Church, which, -His Holiness recites, have been sustained 
on behalf of Your Highness? Truly no one but a 
disturber of peace itself and of the Christian religion. All 
these things His Holiness and we have done so much the 
more willingly, because we readily believed that, as in the* 
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former war you were inclined towards peace, so now Your 
Highness would be prepared to accede to a common and 
mutual concord, to the restoration of conquests, after the 
example of the other Italian powers, and to the laying 
aside of hatreds and revengeful feelings. We therefore, 
with all the earnestness in our power, exhort Your 
Excellency, who have always been accustomed to destroy 
the seeds of discords, that, like the other Principalities of 
Italy, you should yourself desire to accede to this common 
concord, so opportune for thwarting and ruining the 
designs of the enemies of the Catholic faith, to lay down 
your arms, and to raise the siege of Ferrara, that renowned 
city of the Church; for the execution of which, should 
Your Highness give orders, as from your singular justice 
and wisdom we trust and hope will be the case, you 
will consult the well-being of the Christian community, 
and the quietness of all Italy, which is now in very great 
peril, and will remove all suspicions of a desire for 
domination ; and finally you will achieve praise and 
immortal glory among all people. Moreover, as His 
Highness writes, should there be anything to com- 
plain of concerning the Duke aforesaid, besides the right 
judgment of the Supreme Pontiff, in which he is little 
likely to fail, we promise that we also will lend our 
assistance. May Your Excellency fare well. 

Given at Rome, the i6tli day of December, in the year 
of our Lord 1482. Under the signatures of our three 
seniors in order. 
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To Sixtus the Fourth, Supreme Pontiff. 

We have received the brief of Your Holiness with the 
reverence and devotion that were becoming, as we have 
always been accustomed to do. We have learned from it 
the .causes which seem to have urged Your Holiness to 
desert our alliance and court peace and alliance with our 
common enemies. It exhorts us, moreover, with paternal 
affection and many most polite phrases, to enter into a 
peace with the other potentates of Italy, and next to 
abandon the war against Ferrara. Truly, Your Beatitude, 
we have already through our Ambassador said what we 
thought of the peace and alliance concluded with our 
common enemies. To repeat this at present does not 
appear to us to be worth while ; since such is the decision 
of Your Holiness, to whom all laws, divine and human, 
on account of your supreme wisdom and incomparable 
learning, are very well known. Would that they may so 
profit Your Holiness and the most Holy See. This, however, 
we must declare, namely, that that affair would be no slight 
trouble to us, did not our old custom towards all the former 
Holy Pontiffs, and especially Your Holiness, admonish us 
patiently to bear whatever it may please them to decree, 
to rescind, to do, and afterwards to hold as not having 
been done ; and had we not besides the hope that 
God Himself, the Supreme Judge of human affairs, as 
with just eyes He beholds these same things, will, with the 
arm of His might and justice, not desert us in this trouble, 
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especially since He has not deserted us iti far more difficult, 
times. Your exhortations to peacQ, most Blessed Father, 

full of goodness and wisdom, are worthy of th£ Pope and 

• 

the common Parent of all. If, hbwfever, it becomes us, his 
children, to speak to tHeir parent, 'with as much freedom 
as truth, they should be proffered in due season, that best 
test of human actions. For we shall not fear to declare 
this first of all ; that we and our predecessors have always 
so cultivated peace, that never have- we had recourse to 
arms, unless provoked by the greatest injuries, or in order 
•to keep faith with our allies, which we have always con- 
sidered of more importance than any dangers of our 
own ; neither at this time have we regarded any one as an 
enemy, except the Ferrarese violator of the treaties. We 
shall not dwell upon his ingratitude for the innumerable 
benefits conferred by us, -not only upon his ancestors, but 
likewise on himself, whom with our forces and our money we 
settled in that Duchy. . And what return has he ever made us 
for such great deserts ? This may be due to the ignorance of 
a man who contemns all human rights. But what did he dare 
to do immediately after his entry into the Duchy ? What 
none of his predecessors had ever dared: to infringe our 
rights in Ferrara, to vex Venetian citizens, to abolish our 
magistracy, and finally to burst into the Venetian borders, 
and so into the Duchy itself. For five years and more was 
he exhorted with paternal words to repentance. If these 
things do not testify to our patience, not to say softness of 
disposition, Smd almost cowardice, there would be an end to 
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all fair judgment Your Holiness is witness, to uchom at 
.the .decline of the year we related these injuries. You may 
remember how irritating they seemed, how intolerable you 
thought them, and were roused' even to. vengeance in con- 
sequence; but chiefly to attack witb arms by land and sea 
the enemies of Your Holiness who were in league with the 
Duke of.Ferrara ; with what fidelity therefore, with what, 
zeal and magnanimity did we enter upon the war for your 
dignity and profit, and those of your Holy See. We omit 
to speak of the auxiliary forces of horse and foot, as many 
as were asked for, most liberally furnished for that purpose 

* • * 

at our cost ; but most of all, that very strong fleet of almost 
eighty triremes and ships furnished with foot and horse must 
be mentioned, which, running, along the entire coast from 
flie Abruzzi to Brindisi, laid everything waste with fire and 
sword. Then the most noble victory gained by Robert 
Malatesta, our leader at Nettuno in the Campania over your 
enemies, and consecrated to your glory, is commemorated 
by eternal monuments in testimony of the same. What 
shall we say of our having, preferred that Robert should 
leave Ferrara, a thing which has never • been set down 
to our credit, and with all his troops, by a forced 
march, with the. greatest possitle speed be hurled against 
your enemy beyond Campania, as though we forgot 
that the forces of all Italy were united against us, and 
that Frederick of Urbino, that most renowned leader, had 
pitched his camp against our camp ? God favoured our 
pious ardour. The enemy was scattered and put to flight 
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by our leader. The city was freed from siege ; supplies 
were admitted. A triumph in honour of Your Holiness 
was celebrated, with a very long array of noble captives ; 
a more joyful and illustrious triumph the city of Rome has 
not seen for many ages past But if your leaders had pre- 
ferred to carry on the war seriously, rather than in jest, and 
to follow up the victory given them by God, the captive 
enemy would have come into your grasp, and the war 
would have been concluded with greater glory than 
ever fell to the lot of any Roman Pontiff. In the mean- 
while, we a few days afterwards, by the too early and 
most unseasonable death of Robert, were deprived of our 
most renowned leader, to the very great loss of our 
dominion. We can by no means believe, Holy Father, 
that these new treaties have so deeply taken possession of 
your mind as to obliterate from it altogether these acts of 
devotion and kindness performed by us with so many 
expenses and dangers, and the grievous injuries of those by 
whom nothing was left untried against us. But how indul- 
gent has been our disposition towards the Duke of Ferrara, 
when occasion offered, our letter to Your Holiness declares. 
We have always been prepared to receive him into our 
favour, provided only that he would restore to us our 
ancient rights and the dignities that he has wrested from 
us. Whether he assented or became more obstinate, who 
knows better than Your Holiness, whom both he and 
his allies have duped, while seeking by frivolous cavillings 
to cause delays, so that Your Holiness may hereafter think 
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it waste of time to communicate with us concerning the 
peace or pardon of any one ? We had recourse, therefore, 
to war, which indeed the omnipotent and most just God, well 
aware of our justice, has everywhere followed up with the 
greatest advantages to us. But why is it necessary to say 
more concerning our good will and the rectitude of our inten- 
tion, both because all these things have been managed by the 
hands of Your Holiness, and because they are now made 
clear, not only to Italians, but to foreign nations ? But now, 
Holy Father, that you exhort us to peace, after coming 
nearly to the end of the war, we wish for the sake of Your 
Holiness that it might be possible for us to assent, with 
dignity and regard to the safety of our commonwealth, 
to the peace which at first we not only favoured, but very 
greatly desired. But it may be granted, for the sake of 
equity, of goodness, and finally of justice, not only to draw 
attention to what other persons wish, but to what may be 
agreeable to justice. For if before the outbreak of the war 
this efficacious invitation to peace had been put forth, 
everything would have been easy ; it would have been little 
trouble, while the matter was fresh, to bring us to a forget- 
fulness of our injuries, were the doer of them penitent, which 
by the Divine law and the custom of our ancestors, and our 
own, we have always been able to erase from our thoughts. 
But after the expenditure of so great a mass of gold as 
Ferrara itself is not worth, however renowned it may be 
esteemed, after the loss of innumerable citizens, and those 
the most excellent, after holding a most obstinate enemy 
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. besieged within his walls, to exhort us to peace only 
means to wrest victory itself from our hands, to yield up 
our dominion at the pleasure of our enemies, to the 
derision of the whole world, and to rouse, an enemy 
dwelling in .the heart of our State from madness to frenzy. 
And since Vour Holiness makes mention of the Turks, truly 
when in that- war we were harassed for twenty years, and 
bore upon our shoulders the entire weight of the Christian 
dangers, and when wearied by the duration of the war, 
and the very powerful forces and armies of the enemy, tye 
.sought for aid, never did we sefe 1 taly. combine "to assist us, 
from a desire for the peace of Italy. But now, so it pleases 
God, we are in a worse condition than that. Hercules ; 
While we are worn 6ut, and encounter dangers in the 
war, others enjoy peace ;.. now when the war is coming .to an 
end, those same persons rush to arms, so that, in truth, we 
cannot but suspect that they have pot come together 
through a love of peace,, but have combined- .through being 
alarmed by our victory. We do not wish to say this 
of Your Holiness, who have always had both the honour 

' of God and the peace and tranquillity of His flock so 
much at heart, that on that account you have done many 
great things with incrfedible ardour of mind and. charity, 
and would do far more arid greater, were it allowed to 
Your Holines's by those chiefly. who now appear to counsel 
peace. Neither do. we wish to say this of the most 

* Reverend Lords the Cardinals,, whose most holy intention 
and desire for the common peace of Christians is perspicuous 
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and most evident, nor. of the most Serene Sovereigns of 
Castille, to whom in almost all ages we have been devoted 
with the purest love and sincere good will. It should be 
said, perhaps, rather with respect to some others whom 
] neither our peace nor pur war can satisfy ; for when we are 
at peace, they use all arts to hurl us into wars, and 
those indeed the most perilous; when we are engaged 
in war, they cannot endure us' to be the conquerors. 
What could be more unjust-? If, however, this will nbt 
satisfy them, truly we -trust that it will satisfy Your 
Holiness ftiost fairly, most justly, and most piously, and 
that it* will satisfy our most righteous Judge, our Lord, 
jesiis Christ, whose holy faith .and religion for more 
than six hundred years we have, defended witfi our 
bodies and blood, whose most holy Vicars we have 
followed with puce veneration, fighting for them* and 
•not 'esteeming princes' or . king» in comparison with 
the dignity of the Roman " Church. Therefore, .Blessed 
Father, with due reverence, we supplicate Your Holiness, . 
if any favour is left t9 the. deserving, if there be justice 
anywhere in human affairs; that you will suffer this Duke- . 
of Ferrara to experience the fortune that he has* pre- 
.ferred. He wished for war, Jet him be satiated with war. 
He despised Your Beatitude, he contemned our offerings ; 
let him gather the fruit that # be has deserved through his 
obstinacy. We certainly shall not yield either in dignity 
or merits by comparison with the Duke of Ferrara. ' 
What has he ever done or conceived for the benefit of 



1 6 EPISTLES. 

Christendom ? If we should say that we have done great 
things, we should be noted for arrogance ; modesty has 
always been becoming to words, magnanimity to deeds. 
Let it therefore be left to your judgment, and that of 
the whole world. What Your Beatitude can hope 
for from this man we do not see ; from us certainly you 
may hope something. If we have not done anything 
great, still we have at times done something, and with 
God's help we hope to do more. Why should Your Beati- 
tude be displeased with our victory ? We have convoked 
no council ; we have planned no schism ; we have not 
harassed you with war. Neither up to the present time 
have we learned to attack Christians in war with an infidel 
soldiery. Truly this benefit of the Church conferred upon 
us, bought by our blood, we shall both defend with our 
good offices, and strenuously take care that it may not seem 
to be perversely applied. It has been resolved, with your 
good pardon, Holy Father, and decreed to prosecute this 
war; for as the benediction of the most Holy Patriarch when 
once conferred upon his son, either could not, or certainly 
should not be torn away from him, so we cannot but 
hope for a happy issue to that war which the authority of 
the Supreme and Holy Pontiff roused, impelled, and pro- 
voked. 
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To the Sacred College of the Reverend Lords 

Cardinals. 

We have received your letter, most Reverend Fathers in 
Christ and Lords, in the Ferrara case, and although on 
account of that Prince's ingratitude towards us and the 
injuries done us, it is altogether most bitter, we have not 
\ been able to decline seeing and reading it with the 
reverence and observance that we owe and always have 
paid to that holy College. Truly it seems to represent 
the zeal and diligence of the best fathers of the Christian 
religion, who seek and desire those things which, unless 
other things are involved, have in themselves the greatest 
appearance of honesty and integrity. To what we 
allude the copy of our letter to the Supreme Pontiff 
herewith enclosed will abundantly show. Your. College, 
however, is most worthy of praise and the highest com- 
mendation of all for undertaking the patronage of concord, 
and exhorting all men to peace, of which we do not deny 
that once even with this Hercules we were too desirous 
after the example of our forefathers, who never waged war 
unless provoked, and desired peace so far as it was in 
their power. Now, however, so many important things 
have intervened, through the folly of some and the 
malignity of others, that to a wonderful extent we truly 
grieve that we who have always been accustomed in all 
things to obey this most holy College, and to receive its 
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exhortations as precepts, cannot obey and comply with 
your very humane exhortations. For it is necessary that 
Princes should order things one by one according to the 
quality of affairs, times, and causes. How true this is, the 
omnipotent Lord of all things has taught us, who has 
fixed a limit for both virtues, so that however inclined to 
pity, He is accustomed to punish with scourges those 
obstinate in their sin. From the beginning we felt sorrow 
for this Duke of Ferrara, and deferred the punishment of 
his offence so long as there was any hope that he would 
repent and acknowledge the injury done us. His obstinacy 
conquered our patience of five years and more. After a 
weight of gold more precious than his Principality has 
been spent, and our citizens have been wasted by the sword 
and the marshes, peace is asked for truly at an unseason- 
able time. To peace he ought at the beginning to have 
given his acquiescence, best and most honourable Lords. 
Then when the Father, most merciful and most desirous of 
tranquillity, promised peace if the son would abstain from 
injuries, he added to his sin an obstinacy which God has 
shown to be so malignant and hateful to Him, that neither 
in this world nor the next would He esteem one so 
obstinate worthy of pity. You advise that we should 
avoid the suspicion of a lust for dominion. Wisely in 
truth and paternally. But no room will be left even 
for suspicion, if we have no longer been able to endure 
the wrong of five years, the violation of treaties and of 
immunities bought by our blood during more than three 
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hundred years. Let it be imputed to ambition when what 
is not just and reasonable is sought for in war, or when war 
is immediately commenced without laying the case before 
the other side and giving them a chance of repentance. But 
what ground for calumny can there be against us, who, as we 
have said, have demanded back what was anciently our own, 
have called him neighbour, have peacefully exhorted him ? 
We put off all recourse to arms for so many years, and 
by our mildness we daily made him more obstinate in his 
purpose. Those have disturbed the peace of Italy whose 
habit it is to disturb it, and who have driven that wretched 
Prince, deceived by their promises, to prefer war to peace. 
Not we, however, who have omitted nothing by exhorting, 
advising, finally praying that he should prefer peace to 
war: we predicted, protested that he would pay the penalty 
of his folly. For the rest that concerns our course, Your 
Excellencies will obtain information from our letter to 
the Supreme Pontiff; from which, we think, there will be 
no one of so distorted or malignant a judgment that he 
can accuse us of being in the wrong, or of having omitted 
anything- that becomes the most modest and temperate of 
men. 

S. C. 
vii. Jan., 1482. 

Written out on the nth day of the aforesaid. 

c 2 
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Sixtus the Fourth, Pope, to his beloved Son, the 
Noble Man, John Mocenigo, Doge of Venice, 

Health : 

We wrote some days ago, with paternal love, to Your 
Nobility the causes not less just than necessary which 
urged us, on behalf of the safety of all Italy and of the 
Christian commonwealth, to arrange a peace, exhorting that 
you should accept the same, and withdraw from the 
war against Ferrara, which is our city, and that of the 
Roman Church, and that you should restore the places 
you had occupied ; and we treated with you about this in 
the most courteous terms, not using even one word that 
could offend either yourself or your honour. But you sent 
us a letter in reply written by you in terms far different 
from what we hoped that we should read, painting the 
Ferrarese war with many lying colours, and imputing to us 
motives which never existed, and never entered into our 
mind ; and this has therefore affected us with trouble and 
the greatest grief, for it has shown that your mind and 
soul are averse to that jteace and alliance which we had 
resolved to make among the States of Italy, and that you 
vehemently abhor them. We had hoped indeed to be able 
as often as we might wish to judge of you exactly as though 
you were the most obedient of our sons ; and thus when 
we had persuaded the other princes or potentates of Italy 
to arrange a peace and alliance, we appeared to have so 
gained all our desires, that no difficulty or trouble remained 
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to hinder the attainment of so renowned an object But we 
have been deceived. Therefore we shall answer in the 
simple truth of facts, which cannot be evaded although it 
may be veiled, and which needs no artful disguise of 
words. You not only do not approve of our reasons for 
the peace undertaken by us, but you even object that we 
have abandoned our treaty with you, whereas it is clearer 
than day that it was abandoned by you and observed by 
us, who not only have observed those things which are 
contained in it, but for your sake have been brought into 
the utmost danger. Between us nothing else was agreed to 
except for the common defence of our States, nor could any 
one nor dared any one take any fresh step in the way of 
action. Letters Apostolic having been issued by the advice 
of our venerable brethren on behalf of peace and the wel* 
fare of the faith, with the most grave censures attached 
prohibiting it, no fresh step has been attempted by us, 
neither has any occasion been ever given nor pretended for 
waging war. We who with the best right might punish 
our subjects when grievously offending, have preferred, in 
order that no occasion might be given for disturbing the 
peace, to forget all injuries and to spare them. No 
potentate in Italy has taken any fresh step against you. 
You first without our knowledge took fresh steps by 
erecting ramparts and fortifications, which you said you 
had constructed within your own boundaries ; but the 
Duke of Ferrara complained that you had made them to 
almost the fifth milestone within his boundaries. Neither 
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could we be persuaded that you had done this to scorn 
us and to mock the Apostolic penalties, while the 
treaty between us remained still in force, because we 
believed that you were the defender of our affairs and of 
our honour and that of the Holy See ; not their assailant. 
As soon, therefore, as we knew of this innovation committed 
by you, we wrote to you and earnestly exhorted you to a 
composition, of which innovation had we previously known 
we certainly should have written to you before. We were 
the more courteous to you, however, in that matter because 
you answered that you had remained within the limits of your 
own boundaries, and that you would receive the Duke of 
Ferrara like a son, provided only that he were willing to 
observe the agreements which his ancestors observed ; and 
you persuaded us that yout mind was not in any respect set 
upon war or the occupation of Ferrara, but on the defence of 
your own borders and rights. Wherefore since it could 
not be denied that an innovation had been made by the 
erection of fortifications during the peace of all Italy, 
although urged to the exaction of the penalties contained 
in the Letters Apostolic, still desiring with paternal charity 
to soften discords, and rather to extinguish fire than 
increase it, we exhorted the Duke himself to the observance 
of those agreements that his ancestors had made. He wrote 
back that he had made you an offer of observing those same 
agreements. But when you had signified to us that he had 
not offered in that manner, in order that nothing might be 
wanting to complete the composition to be made between 
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us, we sent the form of words in writing, which the Duke 
himself said that he had observed ; this, however, you 
denied, and therefore the ambassadors of the Duke 
himself and his confederates offered to make a promise 
under the same form of words in our consistory ; and they 
produced a letter from the whole League, in which it 
referred all controversies of this kind to us and our sacred 
College, promising that it would exactly fulfil whatever 
may be decided by us. But you, though often asked 
by us to do the same thing, which certainly in all reason, 
and especially on account of the treaty between us, you 
ought to have done, were unwilling to do so, whether 
through a distrust and contempt of reason and justice, or 
of ourselves, we know not. You affirmed that in the affairs 
of Ferrara you recognized no superior, which although it 
was plainly against honesty, against law and the decrees of 
the holy fathers, against our treaty, and in contempt of us 
and to the diminution of our authority and jurisdiction, 
still because you had persuaded us that no war, but peace 
would follow the same, we tolerated all things, and as far 
as we could always advised you and asked you to renew 
the friendship which the Duke himself offered. For these 
reasons we cannot sufficiently wonder that you have 
deliberately forgotten those things which we had pre- 
viously written to you, and which we had treated about 
often and long with your ambassador, at which time indeed 
neither was there any money spent, nor had citizens died, nor 
was an enemy besieged, or even declared. But you answer 
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that our admonitions were applied not in the proper time, 
the best judge of human actions, but at the end of the war, 
after so much expense, after the death of many citizens, 
after the enemy had been besieged. We certainly are 
ignorant what new sort of calumny this is that has been 
invented, when you say that you had wished for peace 
even from the beginning, to which had we exhorted you, 
we should easily have obtained anything from you. This 
excuse can by no means be received, for that we were 
cheated no one will dare deny, who knows the sequel, 
from which your intention towards us before the war, 
and your pre-arranged plan of carrying on the war 
in Ferrara, are clearer than day. And if you wish to 
truly estimate what has been done by us, you will 
see indeed that in so far as concerned concord and the 
observance of our treaty, we both satisfied you by letter, 
and often and long treated with your ambassador; and, 
moreover, omitted nothing that we thought would make 
for your honour and the quiet of Italy. We were unwilling 
to proceed to the censure of a Bull, because you gave a 
certain hope of concord and no prospect of making war. 
In which hope while we rested, and nevertheless exhorted you 
to send us your claims in legal form, you against justice, in 
despite of us whom you knew to have a horror of war, alto- 
gether without our knowledge, advanced impious arms in 
open war against Ferrara. And that you may the more 
clearly perceive our intentions towards you and the obser- 
vance of our treaty, see what we have suffered through you. 




EPISTLES. 25 

The Duke of Calabria asked us for a permission of transit 
to defend his kinsman, his sister, and nephews, and 
declared that should we refuse he would direct his arms 
against us. It was in our power to give him a transit 
through our cities and territories while advancing to repel 
aggression ; it was in our power to do this without violating 
our treaty, which was entered upon only for the defence of 
our own States ; it was in our power to do so with the best 
right and with God's assistance, for the peace of Italy dis- 
turbed by you. We did not do so, however, because your 
ambassador persuaded us that peace would be quickly 
restored, and that if any trouble to us should anywhere 
arise, you would at once send hither a most powerful fleet 
into Apulia and an army for our defence, which would 
draw off all those enemies as quickly as possible. Being 
persuaded that you would do this, we altogether refused 
the transit, that you might incline the Duke to peace, not 
that you might arouse a war. No agreement, however, nay, 
on the contrary, a most bitter war suddenly sprang up. The 
same Duke advanced in arms into the Roman territory, took 
many settled towns before our eyes, pitched his camp in the 
suburbs of Rome, intercepted supplies both by land and 
sea, set on fire all Latium, and whatever intervening land 
there was, to the very walls. Now was there sedition both 
abroad and at home. Many of the Roman nobles had 
fallen away from us, all things seemed about to go to ruin, 
and we were in danger even of our life, for this sole 
reason, because we were said to favour you. But if we 
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had then wished to desert you, certainly nothing would 
have been contrived or done against us ; and when by 
letter and through your ambassador we asked for the 
auxiliaries due to us from you in accordance with our 
treaty, and promised to us, you postponed it to a distant 
day, in order that we might consent to the uttermost details 
of your plan for the storming of Ferrara. Then, not through 
your devotion and zeal on our account, but in order that 
the war against Ferrara should not be discontinued, after 
so many misfortunes, you sent a fleet, although a very weak 
one, which, only poorly furnished in comparison with your 
promise, drew off, perhaps, one man. Rather it increased the 
hostile army further. And you immediately withdrew the 
self-same fleet into Ferrara, so that even from this any one 
may clearly see that it had been fitted out for the Ferrarese 
war, not for our defence. Therefore, when we had no 
supports from a fleet of that kind, we hoped that you who, 
according to treaty, were bound to maintain an army of 
8,000 horse and 5,000 foot for the common defence of the 
States, would send Robert Malatesta to us, with his horse- 
men, whom we had previously earnestly asked from you, 
situated as we were among so many calamities. He had 
sat down not before Ferrara, but before Bagnacavallo. 
Letters were exchanged 6n both sides. Day by day we 
were more fiercely harassed. At length we sent our 
Ambassador that with our words he might set forth in 
what and how great dangers we were placed, and might 
beg for Robert with his soldiers. You delayed many days 




EPISTLES. 27 

in your answer. At length you refused. Then fearing lest 
by our means the war against Ferrara might be discon- 
tinued, and at the same time to avoid a great stain on your 
reputation, after the loss of Terracina, of Civitacastellana, of 
Benevento, most noble cities of the Holy Roman Church, 
after so many soldiers of our own who were waiting in the 
city itself for the said Robert had been consumed by fever 
and plague, you sent Robert without any soldiers, and after- 
wards soldiers without any pay ; when in recruiting our 
army and distributing money to Robert's troops no small 
amount of gold was consumed, and the Apostolic treasury 
was so exhausted that unless God Himself had inspired us 
with the thought, that our troops might suddenly attack 
the enemy's army, we should now have no Rome in 
existence. The just God, therefore, gave us the victory, 
with which, however, we have been so illiberally reproached 
as though it were by your generalship and the help of your 
soldiers we had obtained it, not by the will of God. For 
if our officers had listened to the counsel of your Ambas- 
sador and Proweditore in our army, as they cried out that 
we were by no means to engage, the whole victory would 
have slipped from our hands, and never, or only too late, 
have fallen to us. We routed in the Roman territory the 
army of those with whose support we also at another time 
routed yours, Immortal God being truly the author of both 
victories. To Him alone we owe all things. Neither have 
you never waged war against ourselves, you who boast that 
you have always favoured our side; and you endeavoured not 
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only by colleges, letters, and your ambassadors, but in every 
way to oust us from our See. All those things, however, 
we had forgotten in the interests of peace. But when, beside 
the victory itself, it appeared to us very necessary to punish 
our subjects on account of their recent rebellion, and there- 
fore we had need of those same soldiers of yours, they 
by command of your officers demanded a safe conduct, and 
neither by money nor favour could they be kept for many 
days ; through whose departure, hastened by your officers, 
all our desire to punish those others was frustrated, and 
the loss of Cistern followed, and at Cavi the breaking 
up of our army took place. The Duke of Calabria 
with his army having retired into the province of Campania, 
harassed the city itself with various incursions. Of all 
which things we informed you through your Ambassador 
and our letter, and set forth what need there then was of 
money and soldiers. But when we were overwhelmed in 
such great difficulties of affairs and such great danger of 
our life, not one soldier nor one half-penny were you 
willing to grant us according to treaty. Nay, rather you 
openly declared to us that you could not supply us with 
any further subsidy or assistance, and while we were thus 
placed and beset by so many perils on your account, you 
used all your diligence, and every endeavour, and finally 
all your force, not for the safety of your own borders, but 
for the destruction of Ferrara our city, and a renowned city 
of the Roman Church. Neither our treaty, nor equity, nor 
religion demands this, since the treaty was concluded for 
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the common defence of the States. You, however, will 
now turn your arms against us with danger to our remain- 
ing possessions, and will then prove to us either that you 
kept the treaty or did not leave it, or that you had not 
alienated yourself from us and the Roman Church. What 
assistance have you rendered to us according to the treaty, 
if you have waged so impious a war, not against our 
enemies, but against us ? We certainly were not any 
longer united with you, when you, by force and arms 
pillaging our possessions of your own accord and design, 
separated yourself from us. When therefore we were 
alone, and you had so openly violated our treaty, and had 
hostilely besieged our city, what, I say, for our defence, for 
the preservation of the authority of the Apostolic See, for 
the recovery of the places occupied by you, and for justice 
itself, what, I say, did it behove us to do in accordance 
with the dignity of the Roman Church? Truly that which 
we have done, namely, to enter into peace with those who 
love the peace of Italy, and who resolved with us for the 
defence and recovery of the same things to lay out all their 
zeal and resources. Therefore it does not become you to 
complain of the peace made, if you refer even to those 
things, which are in accordance with justice, nor that 
victory itself in nowise moves us, who best of all know that 
it was given to us by the one best God that we might 
effect this very thing upon which we are now bestowing 
our care. We have not conquered in order that we might 
always carry on war, but that we might obtain a public 
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peace, for the sake of which Divine Providence has brought 
us victory. Our intention, therefore, has been most honest 
Such was not yours, as we now to the fullest extent under- 
stand. Whatever kindness you did us, you certainly did 
not for the sake of religion, nor for our sake, but that you 
might claim for yourself the Government of Ferrara, for 
which, as your letter shows, you had long been most 
greedily watching. It was not our design to wrest 
from their just lords what belonged to them, nor finally 
to sow the seeds of war after war ; but it was this 
which it now is, to conclude a public peace for Italy, and 
thus consult the interests of our Christian religion for 
whose propagation, or at least defence, we have been 
set over it by Immortal God. This very thing has 
been our constant study, and we now so study it that 
we are intensely angry with you for opposing us. But as 
for your supposing that our exhorting you to peace is 
nothing else now than to wrest victory out of your hands, 
and at the same time to expose you to the will of your 
enemies, for the derision of the whole world, we cannot 
sufficiently wonder that you have been led into such an 
error, in which, with paternal charity as we have always 
done, we advise you to direct your mind more accurately 
to all those things from a sense of religion, and not allow a 
lust for rule to draw you aside from considering that what 
you think derision we regard as the highest wisdom and 
the highest justice ; for, if you have spent a vast amount 
of money in these wars, have heard of the deaths 



EPISTLES. 3 1 

of so many of your citizens, and have held victory itself 
in your hands, the greater honour and praise will 
be yours, if leaving aside all these, you embrace the 
common peace. On the contrary, however, if you pursue 
this war, as you affirm has been decreed and resolved upon 
by you, know that you are proclaiming war against the 
Immortal God like the giants, and that you will expose 
yourself to derision and infamy, since you will have to deal 
with Christ Jesus our God and His Holy Church, for whose 
honour and the defence of Ferrara we shall be aiding with 
all our powers divine and human. You will have to 
deal likewise with the other potentates of Italy, who 
will not suffer the Church of God and Italy herself to be 
weakened by you. You have an unjust cause, an unlawful 
war, you fight against God and men. We, on the contrary, 
maintain justice. Our cause is that of Christ, whose place 
we, however unworthy, hold upon earth. You have roused 
up all Italy into a flame against you. Therefore, unless 
you desist from so great a crime and restore the places 
you have occupied, you will become an object of derision 
and even hatred to all Christians, nay, even to God Him- 
self, for all will say truly that you are the occupier of , 
another's property rather than the defender of your own. 
Remember, beloved son, that Lucifer had a sublimity, a 
dignity, and an excellency beyond all the angels before his 
fall, but when elated with pride he wished to be exalted, 
he was humiliated and thrust down even into the depth oT 
the abyss. Call to mind the word of our Saviour, " It is 
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hard for thee to kick against the pricks." Remember the 
Letters Apostolic by which before Easter those are 
expressly excommunicated, interdicted, and anathematized 
who are striving. to occupy our city of Ferrara. See for 
yourself whether you have subjected yourself to these 
penalties, and cease to calumniate us concerning a treaty 
deserted or a licence granted. No one knows these things 
better than you. You never moved in this war with our 
permission and consent, or, as you assert, with our know- 
ledge, or at our persuasion, or at our instigation ; nay, 
rather against our judgment and desire, and without our 
knowledge. Neither can it enter into the mind of any 
man that we wished to yield up the property of the 
Roman Church to be pillaged by your arms. Do not 
boastingly say that you hold victory in your hands ; 
for Immortal God alone gives this and takes it away, 
whose cause is concerned. From which it appears that 
it may easily happen that you who seem to have con- 
quered may in a short time be seen to have lost, and may 
be compelled to retrace your steps as far as you have 
advanced. But if you prosecute this war, doubt not that 
a joyful victory with Christ and His Spouse will quickly 
come to us. Wherefore, beloved son, again and again we 
exhort, require, and admonish you in the Lord that you 
lay aside these vain thoughts, restrain unbridled desires, 
withdraw your arms, set Ferrara free, restore the castles 
which you have captured, leave every one in tranquil 
possession of what is his own, and embrace the peace of 
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Italy. And thus you may consult your own welfare and 
the tranquillity of the whole of Italy. Otherwise we shall 
not any further conceal that we shall proceed against you 
with spiritual and temporal arms, as shall to us seem 
expedient, and as justice shall persuade. For that lust of 
domination in you is not to be borne; it is too inhuman, 
too irreligious, and too unlike a Christian, especially 
when it is exhibited towards Christ and His Vicar. We 
therefore wish for public peace in Italy, that we may at 
the same time guard against the injuries of wars, and at the 
same time restore all men to tranquillity, and with the 
united strength of the Christian Commonweal take counsel 
against our most fierce enemies. 

Given at Rome in MCCCCLXXXII, XVII Cal. Martii. 

Copy of a letter from the most Illustrious 
Venetian Republic to our most Holy Lord 
Sixtus IV., by Divine Providence Pontiff. 

We have steadfastly read and modestly what Your 
Holiness advises and counsels in your letter. Whatever 
you have done, after violating the terms of our treaty, and 
neglecting both our ancient and recent services to the 
Apostolic See, we submit to with a cheerful mind. If the 
power of loosing and binding is granted to you, even in a 
matter of this kind, it is sufficient for us that it has 
happened through no fault of our own, that you deserted us 
who with our money, our army and fleet routed that viper 
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whom you have lately received into your bosom, which 
then assailed you ; neither have we been wanting to 
you in our resources, in order that we might defend 
you and the Apostolic See, to our own great incon- 
venience and danger. You cannot charge us with wiles, 
perfidy, or collusion, all which if (as we expect) you will 
discover in your reconciled friends, you will not think 
that you are experiencing anything new, who of your 
own accord have fallen into those snares out of which you 
had escaped. So far as we are concerned, if you think it is 
right for you, since you are God's Vicegerent on earth, 
that the obligations of a solemn treaty and peace should be 
violated, we ask you that, although you may be unwilling, 
we may be able to defend the Empire, partly acquired by 
our ancestors and partly by ourselves, with due regard to 
the dignity of our Republic. With us nothing has been 
more highly valued than peace, which has always cherished 
and increased our liberty, no less than war ; neither have 
our ancestors, nor have we ever entered upon a war, except 
in order that by that means we might lay the foundations of 
peace. Lately we have fought not with the desire of 
extending our rule, but for the defence of our liberty, with 
yourself for our leader and adviser ; in which thing if you 
desert us, neglecting the obligation of the peace agreed 
upon between us, we do not see on what grounds you 
advise us to peace, «who now by a feigned asseveration 
disturb the obligations of peace. Since you wish this to 
be granted to Your Holiness, we accept it with a contented 




